
)N฀ A฀ VILLAGE฀ SITUATED฀ AMONG฀ THE฀ LOWLAND฀ RICE฀lELDS฀OF฀#HAMPASSAK฀
PROVINCE�฀,AOS�฀A฀VILLAGE฀CHIEF�฀"UNMII�฀HAS฀JUST฀HEARD฀THAT฀THE฀VILLAGE฀
STATISTICS฀ARE฀DUE฀THIS฀AFTERNOON฀�฀IT฀IS฀A฀SURPRISE฀AND฀THERE฀IS฀A฀RUSH฀
TO฀ COMPLETE฀ THEM��฀ (E�฀ THE฀ DEPUTY฀ CHIEF฀ #IT฀ AND฀ A฀ SCHOOLTEACHER฀
+H¢U฀,EET฀ ARE฀ SPRAWLED฀ON฀ THE฀BENCH฀UNDER฀ A฀MANGO฀ TREE฀ AMONG฀
A฀MOUNTAIN฀ OF฀ FORMS฀ AND฀ EXERCISE฀ BOOKS�

฀ #ONSULTING฀ A฀ FORM�฀"UNMII฀ READS฀ OUT�

(OW฀MANY฀ FAMILIES฀ ARE฀ SHORT฀ OF฀ FOOD�
+H¢U฀,EET฀ SAYS�฀ h0UT฀ IN฀ @LOTS��฀ )T฀ IS฀ LOTS฀ AND฀ LOTS�v฀
"UNMII฀ CONSULTS฀ THE฀ RECORD฀ FROM฀ LAST฀ YEAR�฀ h3EVENTEEN�v฀
h-ORE฀ THAN฀ LAST฀ YEAR�v฀ RESPONDS฀+H¢U฀,EET�
"UNMII฀ ENTERS฀ h4WENTYv�
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(OW฀MANY฀ YOUNG฀MEN�
"UNMII฀ HAZARDS฀ A฀ GUESS�฀ h4EN�฀#AN฀WE฀ COUNT฀ TEN�v
4HEY฀COME฀UP฀WITH฀lVE฀NAMES�฀4HEY฀DECIDE฀NOT฀TO฀COUNT฀PEOPLE฀
WHO฀ STUDY฀ ELSEWHERE฀ DURING฀ TERM฀ TIME�฀4HEY฀ COUNT฀ AGAIN฀ AND฀
GET฀ SEVEN�฀"UNMII฀WRITES฀ DOWN฀ h%IGHTv�฀

(OW฀MUCH฀ LAND฀ RUINED฀ BY฀ mOOD�
h/H฀ IT฀ WAS฀ A฀ HECTARE�v฀ 3AYS฀ +H¢U฀ ,EET�฀ h)T฀ WAS฀ A฀ LOT�฀ 4WO฀
HECTARES�v
h�����v฀ SUGGESTS฀"UNMII�
h9EAH�v

#ONDITION฀ OF฀ ROADS�
h6ERY฀BAD�v฀SAYS฀+H¢U฀,EET�฀h7RITE฀THAT฀THEY฀ARE฀VERY฀BAD฀AND฀
THEY฀WILL฀ COME฀ AND฀lX฀ THEM�v฀HE฀ LAUGHS�

฀ 4HE฀ QUESTIONS฀ CONTINUE฀ FOR฀ HOURS�฀ 4HEY฀ INTERROGATE฀ ASPECTS฀ ฀
AS฀ VARIOUS฀ AS฀ THE฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀ "UDDHA฀ lGURES฀ IN฀ THE฀ TEMPLE�฀ HOW฀
MANY฀ FAMILIES฀ USE฀ MOSQUITO฀ NETS�฀ AND฀ INCIDENTS฀ OF฀ CRIME�฀ 4HE฀ ฀
THREE฀ MEN฀ USE฀ ANSWERS฀ FROM฀ LAST฀ YEAR�฀ THEIR฀ BEST฀ ESTIMATIONS฀ AND฀
WHAT฀ THEY฀ CAN฀ COUNT฀ OR฀ RECALL�฀ .EARING฀ THE฀ END฀ OF฀ ONE฀ FORM�฀
"UNMII฀ READS฀ OUT�

7HAT฀ YEAR฀WILL฀ POVERTY฀ BE฀ ABOLISHED�
7ITHOUT฀ CONSULTATION�฀ HE฀DILIGENTLY฀WRITES฀ h����v�
3URPRISED�฀ )฀ ASK�฀ h2EALLY�฀$O฀ YOU฀ THINK฀ SO�v
(E฀ SMILES�฀ h)฀ DON�T฀ KNOW฀ WHAT฀ TO฀ SAY�฀ 4HAT�S฀ THE฀ YEAR฀ THE฀
GOVERNMENT฀ TOLD฀ US�฀ 7OULD฀ YOU฀ BE฀ BRAVE฀ ENOUGH฀ TO฀ SAY฀
DIFFERENTLY�v
h.O�v
h3EE�฀ 3O฀ WE฀ SAY฀ �����฀ 7HO฀ KNOWS�฀ )T�S฀ STILL฀ ��฀ YEARS฀ AWAY�฀
7E�LL฀ RAISE฀ ANIMALS฀ AND฀ GROW฀ CROPS�฀ -AYBE฀ WE฀ WILL฀ ABOLISH฀
POVERTY�v

฀ 4HE฀NEXT฀QUESTION฀WAS฀ABOUT฀THE฀VILLAGE�S฀PLAN฀FOR฀DEVELOPMENT�฀
"UNMII฀ IS฀ STUMPED�฀4HE฀ MEN฀ TOSS฀ ABOUT฀ SOME฀ IDEAS฀ �฀ IRRIGATED฀
RICE�฀"UT฀PEOPLE฀WON�T฀DO฀THAT�฀h)F฀WE฀SAY฀IRRIGATED฀RICE�฀THEN฀IN฀DRY฀
SEASON฀THEY฀COME฀AND฀ASK฀ FOR฀ INFORMATION�฀AND฀WE฀HAVEN�T฀DONE฀ IT฀
x฀OHH฀xv฀HE฀ SMILES฀ AND฀ LAUGHS�
฀ 4HEY฀ASK฀MY฀ADVICE�฀AND฀)฀TELL฀THEM฀THAT฀EVERYONE฀SHOULD฀MOVE฀
TO฀"OLEVEN฀0LATEAU฀AND฀BECOME฀CATTLE฀TRADERS฀�฀THIS฀ELICITS฀A฀LAUGH�฀
AND฀ THEN฀ SOME฀ REmECTION฀ON฀"OLEVEN฀0LATEAU฀ LIFESTYLES�฀+H¢U฀,EET฀
EXPLAINS฀THAT฀HE฀THINKS฀IT฀IS฀BETTER฀HERE฀BECAUSE฀HERE฀IN฀THEIR฀LOWLAND฀
HOME฀THEY฀HAVE฀THEIR฀OWN฀RICE�฀h7E฀ONLY฀USE฀MONEY฀IN฀THE฀FAMILY฀
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TO฀BUY฀CLOTHES�฀4HE฀PEOPLE฀IN฀THE฀0LATEAU฀SELL฀THEIR฀COFFEE฀AND฀HAVE฀
TO฀BUY฀RICE�v฀4HEY฀DECIDE฀ON฀THE฀ANSWERS�฀hINCREASED฀ LIVESTOCK฀AND฀
CROPSv฀ AND฀ hFOLLOW฀ THE฀POLICIES฀ OF฀ THE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ AND฀PARTYv�

7HEN฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ lNISHED�฀ +H¢U฀ ,EET฀ MUST฀ HAND
COPY฀ A฀ DUPLICATE�฀
h4HIS฀ IS฀GOING฀TO฀TAKE฀A฀ LONG฀TIMEv�฀HE฀SAYS�฀)฀DECIDE฀TO฀ LEAVE�฀AND฀
AS฀)฀GO�฀+H¢U฀,EET฀COMMENTS฀THAT฀HE฀WILL฀BE฀GOING฀TO฀THE฀"OLEVEN฀
0LATEAU฀TOMORROW�฀h4O฀TRADE฀CATTLE�v฀)฀ASK�฀ELICITING฀MORE฀CHUCKLES�฀
h.O�฀TO฀CUT฀WOOD�v฀(E�LL฀BE฀THERE฀UNTIL฀JUST฀BEFORE฀SCHOOL฀RESUMES�฀
EMPLOYED฀AS฀A฀LABOURER฀IN฀THE฀FORESTRY฀INDUSTRY�฀(IS฀TEACHER�S฀SALARY฀
HAS฀NOT฀BEEN฀PAID฀ FOR฀MANY฀MONTHS�฀ SO฀HE฀NEEDS฀ TO฀MAKE฀MONEY฀
TO฀ SUPPORT฀ HIMSELF฀ AND฀HIS฀ FAMILY�฀

4HIS฀OCCASION฀HIGHLIGHTED฀A฀FUNDAMENTAL฀PARADOX฀OF฀CONTEMPORARY฀
POVERTY฀ REDUCTION฀ POLICIES฀ IN฀ RURAL฀ ,AOS�฀ 7HILE฀ STATE฀ POLICIES฀ ASK฀
RESIDENTS฀TO฀FORM฀DEVELOPMENT฀PLANS฀AND฀POVERTY฀REDUCTION฀STRATEGIES฀
AS฀ A฀ SPATIALLY฀ BOUND฀ VILLAGE฀ COMMUNITY�฀ ACTUAL฀ LIVED฀ RESPONSES฀ TO฀
POVERTY฀ ARE฀ PERSONAL�฀ AND฀ OFTEN฀ MULTI
SITED�฀4HE฀ STATISTICS
GATHERING฀
EXERCISE฀ CALLED฀ FORTH฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ A฀ UNIT�฀ IT฀ REQUIRED฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ TO฀
BE฀ REPRESENTED฀ AS฀ A฀ GROUP฀ OF฀ PEOPLE฀ IN฀ A฀ lXED฀ AREA฀ WHO฀ COULD฀ BE฀
COUNTED�฀ORGANIZED�฀AND฀KNOWN�฀4HE฀lNAL฀QUESTIONS฀ON฀DEVELOPMENT฀
AND฀POVERTY฀REDUCTION฀TOOK฀THIS฀VILLAGE฀AS฀A฀SITE฀OF฀DEVELOPMENT฀AND฀
COMMON฀ACTIVITY฀ TO฀ ALLEVIATE฀POVERTY�฀+H¢U฀,EET�S฀ TRIP฀ TO฀ CUT฀WOOD�฀
HOWEVER�฀ INDICATES฀ THAT฀ PERSONAL฀ ATTEMPTS฀ TO฀ ALLEVIATE฀ POVERTY฀ ARE฀฀
NOT฀ LIMITED฀ TO฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ A฀ SPATIALITY฀ OR฀ A฀ COMMUNITY�฀ 4HE฀฀
STATISTICS฀ GATHERING฀ EXERCISE฀ CREATED฀KNOWLEDGE฀ ABOUT฀ A฀ hVILLAGEv�฀"UT฀
IT฀ WOULD฀ BE฀ HASTY฀ TO฀ ASSUME฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ CREATION฀ AND฀ KNOWLEDGE฀ IS฀
A฀ FEASIBLE฀ AND฀ READY฀ BASIS฀ FOR฀ DEVELOPMENT฀ AND฀ POVERTY
REDUCTION฀
INTERVENTIONS�

(OWEVER�฀THE฀NOTION฀OF฀THE฀STABLE�฀COOPERATIVE฀VILLAGE฀IS฀INCREASINGLY฀
BEING฀ CALLED฀ UPON฀ BY฀ STATE฀ POLICIES฀ AIMED฀ AT฀ POVERTY฀ REDUCTION฀ IN฀
,AOS�฀ )N฀ EARLY฀ ����฀ A฀ HEADLINE฀ IN฀ THE฀ %NGLISH
LANGUAGE฀ NEWSPAPER�฀
THE฀6IENTIANE฀4IMES�฀ANNOUNCED฀h.EW฀'OVERNMENT฀-EASURES฀!GAINST฀
0OVERTYv�฀ )N฀ THIS฀ ARTICLE�฀ THE฀ MAIN฀ THEMES฀ OF฀ CONTEMPORARY฀ ,AO฀
DEVELOPMENT฀ POLICIES฀ WERE฀ OUTLINED�฀ ,AOS฀ WAS฀ TO฀ ESCAPE฀ POVERTY฀
BY฀ �����฀ AND฀ AS฀ PART฀ OF฀ THIS�฀ hDEVELOPMENTv฀ EFFORTS฀ WERE฀ TO฀ BE฀
hDECENTRALIZEDv�฀WITH฀A฀KEY฀ELEMENT฀TO฀BE฀THAT฀OF฀BUILDING฀hTHE฀VILLAGE฀
AS฀THE฀IMPLEMENTING฀UNITv฀OF฀THE฀,AO฀ADMINISTRATION฀�6ORAKHOUN฀�����฀

24"Jqnn{"Jkij"r44/670kpff"""46 9133128"""3<75<67"RO



P�฀ �	�฀ 7ITH฀ THE฀ ENDORSEMENT฀ OF฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ ORGANIZATIONS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀
THE฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀$EVELOPMENT฀0ROGRAM฀�5.$0	�฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀
OF฀,AOS฀NOW฀USES฀WORDS฀LIKE฀hDECENTRALIZATIONv฀AND฀hPARTICIPATIONv฀TO฀
DESCRIBE฀THE฀SYSTEMATIC฀DEVOLUTION฀OF฀STATE฀DUTIES฀AND฀RESPONSIBILITIES฀
TO฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ LEVEL�฀ 4ODAY฀ hTHE฀ VILLAGEv฀ IN฀ ,AOS฀ IS฀ THE฀ PRIMARY฀ SITE฀
FOR฀ THE฀ EXTRACTION฀OF฀ LABOUR�฀ CASH�฀ AND฀OTHER฀ CONTRIBUTIONS฀ FROM฀ THE฀
RURAL฀ POPULACE฀ TOWARDS฀ STATE฀ PROJECTS�฀4HIS฀ SCHEME�฀ WHICH฀ MIGHT฀ BE฀
TERMED฀hPARTICIPATORY฀CORV£Ev฀�2IBOT฀����	�฀RUNS฀ON฀CERTAIN฀VIEWS฀OF฀
VILLAGES฀ AS฀ BEING฀ STABLE�฀ COOPERATIVE฀ UNITS�฀ PRONE฀ TO฀ GROUP฀ EFFORT฀ FOR฀
THE฀COMMON฀GOOD�฀VILLAGES฀IN฀THIS฀SCHEME฀SHOULD฀ACT฀WITH฀S �AAM�AKHI|I฀
�SOLIDARITY	�

4HIS฀ ARTICLE฀ EXPLORES฀ THE฀NOTION฀OF฀ VILLAGE฀ IN฀ CONTEMPORARY฀,AOS�฀
4HE฀lRST฀SECTION฀INTRODUCES฀THE฀VILLAGE฀AS฀hTHE฀IMPLEMENTING฀UNITv�฀THAT฀
IS�฀AS฀THE฀LOWEST฀TIER฀OF฀,AO฀GOVERNMENT฀ADMINISTRATION�฀AND฀ONE฀THAT฀
IS฀TAKING฀AN฀INCREASING฀PROMINENCE฀UNDER฀POLICIES฀OF฀DECENTRALIZATION�฀
#ASE฀ STUDIES฀ OF฀ SUCH฀ STATE฀ ACTIVITIES฀ IN฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ DEMONSTRATE฀ THAT฀
THESE฀ DECENTRALIZATION฀ POLICIES฀ REQUIRE฀ VILLAGERS฀ TO฀ DONATE฀ THEIR฀ TIME�฀
EFFORTS�฀AND฀POSSESSIONS฀UNDER฀THE฀RUBRIC฀OF฀hSOLIDARITYv�฀BUT฀THAT฀THIS฀
IDEAL฀ OF฀ hSOLIDARITYv฀ IS฀ CONTESTED฀ AND฀ OFTEN฀ UNREALIZED�฀ 4HE฀ SECOND฀
SECTION฀ INTRODUCES฀ THEORIZATIONS฀ THAT฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ MADE฀ OF฀ hVILLAGEv฀ IN฀
THE฀REGION�฀PARTICULARLY฀ IN฀ RELATION฀TO฀ THE฀ STATE�S฀ INmUENCE฀ON฀VILLAGES฀
AND฀THE฀SUGGESTION฀OF฀VILLAGE฀SOLIDARITY�฀4HIS฀SECTION฀CONCLUDES฀THAT฀THE฀
CONTEMPORARY฀,AO฀VILLAGE฀IS฀BEST฀SEEN฀NEITHER฀AS฀A฀PRIMORDIAL�฀NATURALLY฀
SOLIDARY฀UNIT�฀NOR฀A฀STATE
ENGINEERED฀ARTIlCE฀OF฀NO฀REALITY�฀BUT฀INSTEAD฀
AS฀ A฀ PROCESS�฀4HE฀ NOTION฀ OF฀ hVILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀ PROJECTSv฀ IS฀ PROPOSED฀
AS฀ A฀ MEANS฀ OF฀ CONCEIVING฀ HOW฀ hVILLAGEv฀ EMERGES฀ THROUGH฀ EVERYDAY฀
REPRESENTATIONS�฀RANGING฀FROM฀STATE฀POLICIES฀TO฀PERSONAL฀MOBILIZATIONS฀
IN฀ A฀ PROCESS฀ THAT฀ IS฀ INHERENTLY฀ MUTABLE฀ AND฀ INCOMPLETE�฀ 4HE฀ THIRD฀
AND฀ lNAL฀ SECTION฀ EXPLORES฀ THREE฀ INSTANCES฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ COOPERATION�฀ THE฀
MAINTENANCE฀ OF฀ THE฀ SCHOOL�฀ THE฀ AVOIDANCE฀ OF฀ CONSCRIPTION�฀ AND฀ THE฀
VILLAGE฀FAIR�฀!LL฀OF฀THESE฀WERE฀ORGANIZED฀AROUND฀THE฀PRINCIPLE฀OF฀VILLAGE฀
hSOLIDARITYv�฀ WITH฀ MARKEDLY฀ DIFFERENT฀ EFFECTS�฀ 4HESE฀ ETHNOGRAPHIC฀
EXAMPLES฀ LEND฀ WEIGHT฀ TO฀ THE฀ CONCLUSION฀ THAT฀ THE฀ NOTION฀ OF฀ hVILLAGEv฀
CIRCULATES฀ ON฀ THE฀ PLANE฀ OF฀ SOCIAL฀ REPRESENTATION�฀ WHICH฀ INCLUDES฀ BUT฀
IS฀ NOT฀ LIMITED฀ TO฀NOTIONS฀ OF฀ SOLIDARITY�
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!S฀ THE฀ AFOREMENTIONED฀ NEWSPAPER฀ ARTICLE฀ REPORTED�฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀
INCREASINGLY฀ BEING฀ DESIGNATED฀ AS฀ THE฀ hIMPLEMENTING฀ UNITv฀ FOR฀ STATE฀
POLICIES�฀4HE฀RESPONSIBILITY฀FOR฀MEETING฀THESE฀DECENTRALIZATION฀DEMANDS฀
RESTS฀ FOR฀ THE฀ LARGE฀PART฀ON฀THE฀SHOULDERS฀OF฀ THE฀CÕT฀ TÍNG฀BÍAN฀�VILLAGE฀
ORGANIZATION	�฀4HE฀VILLAGE฀ORGANIZATION฀IS฀COMPOSED฀OF฀SEVERAL฀OFlCIAL฀
POSITIONS�฀ 4HE฀ MOST฀ IMPORTANT฀ OF฀ THESE฀ IS฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF�฀ %VERY฀
VILLAGE฀ IS฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀HAVE฀A฀CHIEF฀ �OSTENSIBLY฀ELECTED฀EVERY฀ TWO฀YEARS฀
AFTER฀ NOMINEES฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ DESIGNATED฀ BY฀ THE฀ DISTRICT	�฀4HE฀ DUTIES฀ OF฀
VILLAGE฀ CHIEFS฀ ARE฀ BROAD�฀ AND฀ OFlCIALLY฀ INCLUDE฀ THE฀ MAINTENANCE฀ OF฀
LAW฀AND฀ORDER�฀THE฀APPLICATION฀OF฀THE฀POLICIES฀AND฀DECISIONS฀OF฀HIGHER฀
GOVERNMENTAL฀BODIES�฀THE฀MAINTENANCE฀OF฀VILLAGE฀RECORDS฀AND฀OVERSEEING฀
VILLAGE฀ hDEVELOPMENTv฀ �THE฀ ROLE฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ IS฀ SIMILAR฀ TO฀ THAT฀
DESCRIBED฀BY฀-OERMAN฀ ;����=฀ IN฀4HAILAND	�฀

4HE฀CHIEF฀IS฀ASSIGNED฀TWO฀UNPAID฀DEPUTIES�฀REFERRED฀TO฀AS฀THE฀SECOND฀
AND฀ THIRD฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEFS�฀ 4HE฀ SECOND฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ IS฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀
POLICE฀ AND฀ SECURITY฀ DUTIES�฀ AND฀ THE฀ THIRD฀ FOR฀ CULTURE฀ AND฀ EDUCATION�฀
4HESE฀ DEPUTIES฀ ARE฀ EXPECTED฀ TO฀ CO
CONVENE฀ VILLAGE฀ MEETINGS฀ AND฀
ATTEND฀ EVENTS฀ IN฀ PLACE฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ IF฀ HE฀ IS฀ UNABLE฀ TO฀ ATTEND�฀
4HE฀MASS฀ORGANIZATIONS฀�.ATIONAL฀&RONT฀FOR฀2ECONSTRUCTION�฀7OMEN�S฀
5NION�฀AND฀9OUTH฀5NION	฀ REQUIRE฀ REPRESENTATION฀AT฀ THE฀VILLAGE฀ LEVEL�฀
THOUGH฀ IN฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ OF฀ THIS฀ RESEARCH�฀ THEIR฀ ACTIVITIES฀ WERE฀ MINIMAL�฀
EXTENDING฀ TO�฀ AT฀ MOST�฀ COLLECTING฀ FEES฀ ON฀ BEHALF฀ OF฀ THE฀ DISTRICT฀ AND฀
MOBILIZING฀DONATIONS฀ FOR฀ FESTIVALS�฀

4HE฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀ DIVIDED฀ INTO฀ FIVE฀ SECTIONS฀ OR฀ CU�฀ NUMBERING฀
ABOUT฀ TEN฀ HOUSES฀ EACH�฀ %ACH฀ CU฀ HAS฀ A฀ LEADER฀ WHO฀ IS฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀
COLLECTING฀FEES฀AND฀DISSEMINATING฀ INFORMATION฀SUCH฀AS฀NOTIlCATION฀OF฀
AN฀ UPCOMING฀ MEETING฀ TO฀ THE฀ HOUSEHOLDS�฀ %ACH฀ CU฀ ALSO฀ HAS฀ SECURITY฀
OFlCERS�฀ ELECTED฀ MEN฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀ RECORDING฀ INCIDENTS�฀ SUCH฀ AS฀
LONG
TERM฀ MOVEMENTS฀ OF฀ RESIDENTS฀ AND฀ ANY฀ CRIMES฀ OR฀ DISTURBANCES�฀
4HERE฀ ARE฀ ALSO฀ A฀ NUMBER฀ OF฀ FURTHER฀ ADMINISTRATIVE฀ POSITIONS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀
THE฀ TAX฀ COLLECTOR�฀ VOLUNTARY฀ VILLAGE฀ HEALTH฀ WORKER�฀ AND฀ THE฀ SECRETARY฀
WHICH฀ARE฀lLLED฀FROM฀THE฀VILLAGE฀POPULACE�฀0OLICIES฀ARE฀DELIVERED฀EITHER฀
IN฀ THE฀ FORM฀ OF฀ A฀ LETTER฀ TO฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ OR฀ RELAYED฀ TO฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀
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CHIEF฀ AT฀MONTHLY฀ REGIONAL฀MEETINGS�฀!T฀ THESE฀MEETINGS�฀ CHIEFS฀ REPORT฀
A฀ SUMMARY฀OF฀COMPLIANCE฀ TO฀POLICIES฀AND฀ORDERS฀ FOR฀ THE฀PAST฀MONTH฀
AND฀ PRESENT฀ A฀ PLAN฀ FOR฀ THE฀ COMING฀ MONTH฀ TO฀ DISTRICT฀ OFlCIALS�฀ 4HE฀
DISTRICT฀OFlCIALS฀THEN฀DISSEMINATE฀ADVICE฀AND฀ANY฀FURTHER฀POLICIES฀AND฀
ORDERS�฀4HE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ RELAYS฀ THESE฀ ORDERS฀ TO฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ RESIDENTS�฀
PRINCIPALLY฀ THROUGH฀ VILLAGE฀MEETINGS�฀

2ECENT฀ DECENTRALIZATION฀ POLICIES฀ ARE฀ INCREASING฀ THE฀ REQUIREMENTS฀
MADE฀ OF฀ THE฀ hVILLAGEv��฀ 4HIS฀ MOVE฀ TOWARDS฀ DECENTRALIZATION฀ HAS฀
BEEN฀ MORE฀ ACCURATELY฀ TERMED฀ hDECONCENTRATIONv฀ �5.$0฀ ����	฀
BECAUSE�฀ WHILE฀ THE฀ PUSH฀ INVOLVES฀ THE฀ TRANSFER฀ OF฀ RESPONSIBILITY฀ FOR฀
IMPLEMENTATION฀TO฀THE฀LOWER฀TIERS�฀THIS฀IS฀WITHOUT฀SIGNIlCANT฀TRANSFER฀OF฀
DECISION
MAKING฀POWER�฀4HIS฀PUSH฀IN฀,AOS฀IS฀REGULATED฀BY฀)NSTRUCTION฀
.O�฀���0-�-ARCH฀���฀�����฀WHICH฀ENSHRINES฀THE฀CATCH฀PHRASE�฀hBUILD฀
THE฀PROVINCES฀AS฀ THE฀STRATEGIC฀UNITS�฀ THE฀DISTRICTS฀AS฀ THE฀PLANNING฀AND฀
lSCAL฀UNITS�฀AND฀THE฀VILLAGES฀AS฀THE฀IMPLEMENTATION฀UNITSv฀�,0$2฀�����฀
P�฀ ��	�฀ )N฀ THIS฀ POLICY�฀ hVILLAGE฀ COMMUNITIES฀ ARE฀ TO฀ TAKE฀ INITIATIVES฀ TO฀
ENSURE฀SUSTAINABLE฀GROWTH฀AT฀THE฀LOCAL฀LEVELS฀TO฀REDUCE฀POVERTYv฀�,0$2฀
�����฀P�฀��	�฀4HAT฀IS�฀hVILLAGESv฀ARE฀ENVISAGED฀AS฀SITES฀OF฀POVERTY�฀THE฀
CAUSES฀OF฀POVERTY฀ARE฀TO฀BE฀FOUND฀THERE�฀AND฀IT฀IS฀THROUGH฀COMMUNAL฀
ACTION฀ WITHIN฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ AND฀ THE฀ DONATION฀ OF฀ GOODS฀ AND฀ LABOUR฀ BY฀
VILLAGERS฀ THAT฀ POVERTY฀ IS฀ TO฀ BE฀ ADDRESSED�฀

$ECENTRALIZATION฀HAS฀MADE฀A฀WIDE฀VARIETY฀OF฀DEMANDS฀ON฀THE฀RURAL฀
POPULATION�฀ 2ESPONSIBILITY฀ FOR฀ LAND฀ TAX฀ COLLECTION�฀ FOR฀ EXAMPLE�฀ HAS฀
BEEN฀ TRANSFERRED฀ TO฀ THE฀ VILLAGE�฀ ,AND฀ TAX฀ IS฀ PAYABLE฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ ON฀ ALL฀
FORMS฀OF฀LAND�฀BUT฀ALSO฀ON฀ITEMS฀SUCH฀AS฀CARTS�฀BICYCLES�฀BOATS�฀PLOUGHS�฀
BUFFALO�฀ COWS�฀ 46S�฀ AND฀ VIDEO�#$฀ SYSTEMS�฀ 6ILLAGE฀ REPRESENTATIVES฀
ARE฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ CALCULATE฀ THE฀ HOUSEHOLD฀ DUES�฀ 4HE฀ TAX฀ REQUIRED฀ OF฀
HOUSEHOLDS฀ IN฀ THE฀ AREA฀ OF฀ THIS฀ RESEARCH฀ VARIED฀ FROM฀ A฀ LOW฀ OF฀ JUST฀
���฀ KIP฀ �53�����	฀ TO฀ A฀ HIGH฀ OF฀ ������฀ KIP฀ �53�����	฀ WITH฀ THE฀
BULK฀ OF฀ HOUSES฀ LIABLE฀ FOR฀ ������฀ TO฀ ������฀ KIP฀ �53��฀ TO฀ 53��	�฀
4HESE฀ lGURES฀ WERE฀ ARRIVED฀ AT฀ AFTER฀ PAINSTAKING฀ MANUAL฀ CALCULATIONS฀
OF฀MINUTE฀AMOUNTS฀BY฀THE฀VILLAGE฀TAX฀COLLECTOR฀WITH฀THE฀ASSISTANCE฀OF฀
THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEFS�฀4HE฀ TAX฀ COLLECTOR฀ AND฀ CHIEF฀ THEN฀ COLLECT฀ PAYMENTS฀
FROM฀ EACH฀ HOUSEHOLD฀ AND฀ DELIVER฀ ��฀ PER฀ CENT฀ OF฀ IT฀ TO฀ THE฀ DISTRICT฀
TAXATION฀ AUTHORITIES�฀ 4HE฀ REMAINING฀ ��฀ PER฀ CENT฀ IS฀ TO฀ BE฀ USED฀ AS฀ A฀
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hVILLAGE฀ FUNDv�฀ 7HILE฀ IN฀ POLICY฀ THIS฀ FUND฀ IS฀ TO฀ BE฀ USED฀ FOR฀ hVILLAGE฀
DEVELOPMENTv฀INITIATIVES�฀ IN฀PRACTICE�฀HOWEVER�฀ IT฀WAS฀KEPT฀BY฀THE฀TAX฀
COLLECTOR฀ AND฀ CHIEFS฀ AS฀ A฀ REWARD฀ AND฀ RECOMPENSE฀ FOR฀ CALCULATING฀ AND฀
COLLECTING฀ THE฀ TAX฀ �THE฀ TAX฀ COLLECTOR฀ IS฀ NOT฀ OFlCIALLY฀ PAID	�

.OT฀ONLY฀ARE฀RESIDENTS฀TO฀PAY฀�AND฀IN฀FACT฀COLLECT฀THEIR฀OWN	฀TAXES�฀
THEY฀ARE฀ALSO฀EXPECTED฀TO฀MAKE฀CONTRIBUTIONS฀TO฀STATE฀PROJECTS฀IN฀OTHER฀
WAYS�฀THROUGH฀LABOUR�฀CASH�฀ITEMS�฀SKILLS�฀AND฀MANAGERIAL฀CAPABILITIES�฀
3OME฀ OF฀ THESE฀ hDONATIONSv฀ ARE฀ RECOGNIZED฀ AND฀ RECORDED฀ SOMEWHAT฀
EUPHEMISTICALLY฀IN฀THE฀����฀$ISTRICT฀0OVERTY฀2EDUCTION฀2EPORT฀AND฀0LAN฀
AS฀ hPEOPLE�S฀ FUNDSv฀ �TH฀���฀N฀ PÕSÕASON	�฀ )N฀ THE฀ 2EPORT฀ AND฀ 0LAN฀ hPEOPLE�S฀
FUNDSv฀ARE฀LISTED฀AS฀ONE฀FUNDING฀SOURCE฀FOR฀GOVERNMENT฀PROJECTS�฀ALONG฀
WITH฀ DISTRICT฀ FUNDS฀ AND฀ LOANS�฀ )N฀ SOME฀ PROJECTS฀ �SUCH฀ AS฀ CREATING฀ A฀
REVOLVING฀ MEDICINE฀ FUND	฀ THE฀ PEOPLE�S฀ FUND฀ WAS฀ ABSENT�฀ )N฀ OTHERS฀
�SUCH฀ AS฀ THE฀ PLAN฀ TO฀ EXTEND฀ ELECTRICITY฀ LINES	฀ IT฀ REACHED฀ ��฀ PER฀ CENT฀
OF฀PROJECT฀ SPENDING�฀!฀ STAFF฀MEMBER฀ IN฀ THE฀OFlCE฀ THAT฀PRODUCED฀ THE฀
2EPORT฀ AND฀0LAN฀ EXPLAINED�฀

3UPPOSE฀ THAT฀ THE฀ VILLAGERS฀ ARE฀ BUILDING฀ A฀ SCHOOL�฀ THE฀ PEOPLE฀ ARE฀
EXPECTED฀ TO฀ CONTRIBUTE฀ FUNDS�฀ MATERIALS฀ AND฀ LABOUR�฀ 3OMETIMES฀
THEY฀ PAY฀ IN฀ CASH฀ OR฀ RICE�฀ 3OMETIMES฀ THEY฀ JUST฀ GIVE฀ NAILS�฀ WOOD฀ OR฀
CORRUGATED฀IRON�฀3OMETIMES฀ALL฀THEY฀CONTRIBUTE฀IS฀THEIR฀LABOUR�฀4HAT฀
IS฀ THE฀ PEOPLE�S฀ FUND�

4HE฀ DISTRICT฀ EDUCATION฀ OFlCE฀ REPORTED฀ THAT฀ THERE฀ WERE฀ NO฀ FUNDS฀
PROVIDED฀ BY฀ THE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ IN฀ THIS฀ DISTRICT฀ FOR฀ PRIMARY฀ SCHOOLS�฀
/CCASIONALLY฀ THE฀ DISTRICT฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ ABLE฀ TO฀ OBTAIN฀ FOREIGN฀ ASSISTANCE฀
TO฀ BUILD฀ PRIMARY฀ SCHOOLS�฀ AT฀ ABOUT฀ 53�������฀ EACH�฀ 4HIS฀ IS฀ RARE�฀
HOWEVER�฀ AND฀ MOST฀ VILLAGES฀ ARE฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ CONSTRUCT฀ AND฀ MAINTAIN฀
THEIR฀ OWN฀ SCHOOLS฀ USING฀ THEIR฀ OWN฀ RESOURCES�฀

7HILE฀THE฀POLITICAL฀LANGUAGE฀OF฀hDECENTRALIZATIONv฀AND฀hPARTICIPATIONv฀
MESHES฀CLOSELY฀WITH฀THE฀ LATEST฀ IN฀ INTERNATIONAL฀DEVELOPMENT฀RHETORIC�฀
THERE฀ IS฀ NOTHING฀ NEW฀ IN฀ A฀ POLICY฀ PLATFORM฀ THAT฀ DEMANDS฀ LOCALS฀ TO฀
GIVE฀ FREELY฀ TO฀ THE฀ STATE�฀ %VANS฀ REPORTS฀ CORV£E฀ EXTRACTIONS฀ UNDER฀ THE฀
RULE฀ OF฀ &A฀ .GUM฀ IN฀ THE฀ ����S฀ ������฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ (E฀ CHARACTERIZES฀ THE฀
PRE
COLONIAL฀INDIGENOUS฀STATES฀AS฀FEATURING฀hARMIES฀;THAT=฀COULD฀SWEEP฀
AWAY฀PEASANTS฀FOR฀MONTHS฀AT฀A฀TIME฀AS฀PORTERS฀OR฀FOR฀STATE
SPONSORED฀
WORKSv฀ �%VANS฀ �����฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ 7ITH฀ &RENCH฀ COLONIAL฀ RULE�฀ CORV£E฀ WAS฀
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INSTATED฀ AS฀ A฀ KEY฀ PLANK฀ OF฀ EXTRACTION฀ FROM฀ THE฀ POPULACE฀ �3TUART
&OX฀
AND฀ +OOYMAN฀ �����฀ P�฀ ���฀ 3TUART
&OX฀ �����฀ P�฀ ���฀ 'UNN฀ �����฀฀
P�฀ ��	�฀ 'UNN฀ MENTIONS฀ THAT�฀ CONTRARY฀ TO฀ WHAT฀ MIGHT฀ BE฀ EXPECTED�฀
WAGES฀WERE฀AT฀TIMES฀PAID฀FOR฀CERTAIN฀CORV£E฀TASKS฀�IN฀�����฀53�����฀
FOR฀THE฀EXTRACTION฀OF฀A฀CUBIC฀METRE฀OF฀LATERITE฀AND฀53��฀TO฀TRANSPORT฀
IT฀A฀DISTANCE฀OF฀ONE฀TO฀FOUR฀KILOMETRES	฀�'UNN฀�����฀P�฀��	�฀#ORV£E฀
CONTINUED฀UNTIL฀ THE฀ *APANESE฀ INTERVENTION�฀AND฀WAS฀ REINSTATED฀ IN฀ THE฀
POST
WAR฀ PERIOD�฀ WHEN฀ EACH฀ ,AO฀ CITIZEN฀ WAS฀ REPEATEDLY฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀
OFFER฀ lVE฀ TO฀ SIX฀ MONTHS�฀ SERVICE�฀ AND฀ LABOUR฀ COULD฀ BE฀ SPORADICALLY฀
REQUISITIONED฀ FOR฀ WORK฀ DUTIES฀ �IBID��฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ "Y฀ THE฀ ����S฀ +AUFMAN฀
ASSERTED฀ THAT฀ MUCH฀ INFRASTRUCTURE฀ IN฀ THE฀ 6IENTIANE฀ PLAINS฀ WAS฀ STILL฀
MAINTAINED฀ THROUGH฀ CORV£E฀ LABOUR�฀ RALLIED฀ BY฀ THE฀ TAAS฀�฀฀¼¼NG฀ �CANTON	฀
LEVEL฀ ADMINISTRATION฀ �+AUFMAN฀ �����฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ 7HEN฀ RELATING฀ THEIR฀
LIFE฀ HISTORIES฀ TO฀ ME�฀ OLDER฀ MEN฀ CONSISTENTLY฀ REPORTED฀ GOING฀ TO฀ HãET฀
THÕANG฀�DO฀ROAD฀WORKS	฀AS฀AMONG฀THE฀DElNING฀EVENTS฀OF฀THEIR฀YOUTHS฀฀
�REPORTING฀THAT฀IT฀WAS฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀FEW฀MEANS฀OF฀MAKING฀MONEY	�฀/NE฀
OF฀ THE฀ PROMISES฀ AND฀ ATTRACTIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀ 0ATHET฀ ,AO฀ DURING฀ THE฀ CIVIL฀
WAR฀YEARS฀WAS฀THEIR฀VOW฀TO฀ABOLISH฀THE฀CORV£E฀WHICH฀WAS฀SO฀DETESTED�฀
ESPECIALLY฀BY฀THE฀UPLAND฀MINORITIES฀ �3TUART
&OX฀AND฀+OOYMAN฀�����฀฀
P�฀��	�฀(OWEVER�฀%VANS฀NOTES฀THAT฀hCOMMUNIST฀CORV£Ev฀WAS฀COMMON฀฀
IN฀ THE฀ LIBERATED฀ ZONES�฀ PARTICULARLY฀ FOR฀ TASKS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ PORTAGE฀ FOR฀
THE฀ ARMY฀ AND฀ ROAD฀ WORKS฀ ������฀ P�฀ ���	�฀ 4HE฀ PRESENT฀ REGIME฀ HAS฀
CONTINUED฀ THIS฀ APPROACH฀ TO฀ APPROPRIATION�฀ 4HROUGH฀ POLICIES฀ SUCH฀฀
AS฀COLLECTIVIZATION฀OF฀AGRICULTURE�฀THE฀PROVISION฀OF฀IRRIGATION฀TO฀h7ATER฀
5SER�S฀ 'ROUPSv฀ AND฀ THE฀ ESTABLISHMENT฀ OF฀ VILLAGE
BASED฀ BRANCHES฀ OF฀
THE฀MASS฀ORGANIZATIONS�฀THE฀CURRENT฀REGIME฀HAS฀CONSISTENTLY฀PROMOTED฀
VILLAGE฀ hSOLIDARITYv฀ AS฀ AN฀OFlCIAL฀ POLICY฀ AND฀ AS฀ A฀MEANS฀ OF฀ EXTRACTING฀
LABOUR�฀ 4RANKELL฀ IDENTIlES฀ IT฀ AS฀ A฀ hGENERAL฀ OPINION฀ IN฀ ,AO฀ PLANNING฀
AUTHORITIES฀ THAT฀ FARMERS฀ ARE฀ ESSENTIALLY฀ UNDEREMPLOYED฀ AND฀ THAT฀
THE฀ FARMING฀ POPULATION฀ THEREFORE฀ REPRESENTS฀ A฀ POTENTIAL฀ SOURCE฀ OF฀
AVAILABLE฀LABOURv฀������฀P�฀��	�฀.OTING฀THE฀CONTEMPORARY฀CONGRUENCE฀
BETWEEN฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ DEVELOPMENT฀ RHETORIC฀ OF฀ hDECENTRALIZATIONv฀฀
AND฀hPARTICIPATIONv�฀AND฀THE฀HISTORICAL฀APPROPRIATION฀OF฀CITIZEN�S฀LABOUR�฀
IT฀ IS฀ POSSIBLE฀ TO฀ APPLY฀ 2IBOT�S฀ DIAGNOSIS฀ OF฀ hPARTICIPATORY฀ CORV£Ev฀
�����	�฀
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)T฀IS฀THOSE฀IN฀THE฀VILLAGE฀ORGANIZATION฀�CÕT฀TÍNG฀BÍAN	฀WHO฀OFTEN฀BEAR฀
THE฀TASK฀OF฀CONVINCING฀VILLAGERS฀TO฀DONATE฀THEIR฀TIME�฀LABOUR�฀BELONGINGS�฀
AND฀ CASH�฀ )N฀ THIS฀ TASK฀ THE฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ ORGANIZATION฀ HAVE฀
FEW฀ RESOURCES฀ AT฀ THEIR฀ DISPOSAL�฀ )N฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ OF฀ THIS฀ lELDWORK�฀
ONE฀ DAY฀ A฀ YEAR฀ WAS฀ DEDICATED฀ TO฀ CARRYING฀ OUT฀ REPAIRS฀ ON฀ THE฀ LOCAL฀
SCHOOL�฀4HE฀ DIFlCULTIES฀ ENCOUNTERED฀ BY฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ ORGANIZATION฀ CAN฀
BE฀ ILLUSTRATED฀BY฀AN฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀A฀DAY฀OF฀ SCHOOL฀MAINTENANCE�฀!BOUT฀
��฀ MEN฀ AND฀ ��฀ WOMEN฀ ATTENDED฀ THE฀ EVENT�฀ 4HE฀ WOMEN฀ WORKED฀
ON฀ CUTTING฀ OUT฀ THE฀ VEGETATION฀ AND฀ DIGGING฀ THE฀ POST฀ HOLES฀ WHILE฀ THE฀
MEN฀ WORKED฀ ON฀ THE฀ STRUCTURE฀ OF฀ THE฀ FENCE฀ AND฀ BUILDING�฀4HERE฀ WAS฀
MUCH฀ RESTING�฀ PLAY�฀ AND฀ CONVERSATION�฀ !T฀ THE฀ END฀ OF฀ THE฀ DAY�฀ THE฀
WORKERS฀ ASSEMBLED฀ TO฀ HEAR฀ A฀ SUMMARY฀ OF฀ THE฀ DAY�S฀ WORK฀ FROM฀ 0H� ฀
!MNUAAY�฀THE฀LEADER฀OF฀THE฀VILLAGE฀.ATIONAL฀&RONT฀FOR฀2ECONSTRUCTION�฀
(E฀EXPRESSED฀DISAPPOINTMENT฀WITH฀THE฀DAY�S฀EFFORTS�฀COMMENTING฀THAT฀
S �AAM�AKHI|฀�SOLIDARITY	฀HAD฀NOT฀BEEN฀ACHIEVED�฀h7E฀HAVE฀TO฀JOIN฀TOGETHER�฀
WORK฀ TOGETHER�฀ FOR฀ THE฀ COMMON฀ GOOD฀ �฀ S �AAM�AKHI|I฀ �SOLIDARITY	�v฀ HE฀
ADMONISHED฀ THE฀ ASSEMBLAGE�

)NDIVIDUALS฀MUST฀DECIDE฀FOR฀THEMSELVES฀TO฀WORK฀TOGETHER�฀$ON�T฀JUST฀
COME฀ AND฀ THAT�S฀ ALL�฀ $ON�T฀ JUST฀ COME฀ AND฀ SIT฀ AROUND�฀9OUR฀ FRIENDS฀
CALL฀YOU฀TO฀HELP฀AND฀YOU฀DON�T฀GET฀UP�฀4HEY฀ASK฀YOU฀TO฀CARRY฀WOOD฀
AND฀ YOU฀ JUST฀ KEEP฀ SITTING฀ AROUND�฀$ON�T฀ DO฀ THAT�

h7ELL�฀ WOOD฀ IS฀ REALLY฀ HEAVY�v฀ QUIPPED฀ ONE฀ MAN�฀ RAISING฀ LAUGHTER฀
FROM฀ THE฀MEETING�฀

4HE฀QUIP฀ IS฀ TELLING�฀WOOD฀ REALLY฀ IS฀ HEAVY�฀4HE฀ LABOUR฀ REQUIRED฀ AT฀
THESE฀ EVENTS�฀ EUPHEMIZED฀ AS฀ TH฀���฀N฀ PÕSÕASON฀ �PEOPLE�S฀ FUNDS	฀ IN฀ ,AO�฀
OR฀ hPARTICIPATIONv฀ IN฀ THE฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ LANGUAGE฀ OF฀ DEVELOPMENT฀
INTERVENTIONS�฀ IS฀ STILL฀ LABOUR�฀ )T฀ IS฀ ARDUOUS�฀ TIME
CONSUMING�฀ AND฀
TIRING�฀ )F฀PEOPLE฀ ARE฀ TO฀UNDERTAKE฀ THESE฀ TASKS�฀ THEY฀NEED฀MOTIVATIONS฀
TO฀DO฀SO�฀7HILE฀lNES�฀COERCION�฀AND฀REPORTING฀TO฀THE฀HIGHER฀LEVELS฀ARE฀
AVAILABLE฀ TO฀ VILLAGE฀ LEADERS฀ TO฀ EXTRACT฀ hPEOPLE�S฀ FUNDSv�฀ IN฀ THE฀ EVENTS฀
)฀ OBSERVED฀ THE฀ EFFECTS฀ OF฀ THESE฀ RESOURCES฀ WERE฀ SUBTLE฀ AND฀ AT฀ MOST฀
IMPLICIT�฀)NSTEAD�฀THE฀MOST฀OVERTLY฀USED฀MOTIVATOR฀IN฀EFFORTS฀TO฀CAJOLE฀
DONATIONS฀WAS฀ THE฀NOTION฀OF฀ S �AAM�AKHI|I฀ �SOLIDARITY	�

0H� ฀ !MNUAAY�S฀ APPEALS฀ TO฀ hWORKING฀ TOGETHERv�฀ hTHE฀ COMMON฀
GOODv�฀AND฀S �AAM�AKHI|I฀�SOLIDARITY	฀EVOKE฀IDEALS฀OF฀WHAT฀A฀VILLAGE฀COULD฀
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AND฀SHOULD฀BE�฀!฀VILLAGE฀TEACHER฀EXPRESSED฀A฀RENDITION฀OF฀THIS฀IDEAL฀TO฀
ME฀ONE฀EVENING฀AS฀HE฀TOOK฀A฀BREAK฀FROM฀A฀WORK฀PARTY฀HE฀HAD฀CALLED฀
TO฀ ASSIST฀ HIM฀ IN฀ THRESHING฀ AND฀ CARRYING฀ IN฀HIS฀ RICE฀ HARVEST�

4HIS฀IS฀HOW฀,AO฀PEOPLE฀DO฀THINGS�฀4HEY฀HELP฀EACH฀OTHER�฀9OU฀HELP฀
ME�฀AND฀WHEN฀YOU฀NEED฀HELP�฀)฀WILL฀HELP฀YOU�฀7E฀DO฀THINGS฀FOR฀THE฀
COMMON฀GOOD�฀7E฀DO฀THINGS฀TOGETHER�฀,ISTEN�฀WE฀DON�T฀USE฀MONEY�฀
7E฀ HELP฀ FOR฀ FREE�฀ 7E฀ DO฀ IT฀ TOGETHER�฀ )N฀ YOUR฀ VILLAGE�฀ PEOPLE฀ BUY฀
AND฀HIRE�฀ )N฀ THIS฀ VILLAGE�฀ PEOPLE฀ GIVE฀ AND฀HELP�

)N฀ THE฀ RICE
THRESHING฀ PARTY฀ MENTIONED฀ ABOVE�฀ IT฀ SHOULD฀ BE฀ NOTED฀
THAT฀ONLY฀A฀HANDFUL฀OF฀PEOPLE฀ATTENDED�฀BASED฀ON฀THE฀TEACHER�S฀PERSONAL฀
NETWORK�฀NOT฀ON฀A฀GENERALIZED฀VILLAGE�฀-Y฀POINT฀HERE฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀IDEA฀
OF฀ S �AAM�AKHI|I฀ �SOLIDARITY	�฀ MUTUAL฀ SUPPORT�฀ AND฀ COLLECTIVE฀ ACTION฀ IS฀
ONE฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ THAT฀ CIRCULATES�฀ !ND฀ INDEED�฀ MUCH฀ STATE฀
POLICY฀REQUIRES฀THE฀VILLAGE฀TO฀BE฀SUCH฀A฀COOPERATIVE฀UNIT�฀4HESE฀IDEALS฀
PROVIDE฀SOME฀BASIS฀FOR฀COLLECTIVE฀ACTION฀ACTUALLY฀OCCURRING�฀THE฀SCHOOL฀
WAS฀ REPAIRED�฀ THOUGH฀ 0H� ฀ !MNUAAY฀ MIGHT฀ HAVE฀ COMPLAINED฀ AT฀ THE฀
PACE�฀THOROUGHNESS�฀AND฀ENTHUSIASM�฀"UT฀THIS฀IS฀AN฀IDEAL฀THAT฀STRUGGLES฀
TO฀lND฀MATERIALIZATION�฀ )N฀ THE฀ SCHOOL฀ REPAIR฀ ACTIVITIES�฀ VILLAGE฀ LEADERS฀
EXPRESSED฀ FRUSTRATION฀ THAT฀ PEOPLE฀ DID฀NOT฀ LIVE฀ UP฀ TO฀ THESE฀ IDEALS�฀

6ILLAGE฀ LEADERS฀ OFTEN฀ BEMOAN฀ THAT฀ RESIDENTS฀ DO฀ NOT฀ DISPLAY�฀ OR฀
DO฀ NOT฀ DISPLAY฀ ENOUGH�฀ S �AAM�AKHI|I�฀ $IRECTLY฀ AFTER฀ THE฀ SCHOOL฀ REPAIRS฀
DISCUSSED฀ ABOVE�฀ THE฀ THIRD฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ COMPLAINED฀ AS฀ FOLLOWS�

$ID฀YOU฀ SEE฀ TODAY�฀ )F฀ )฀DIG฀WITH฀ THEM�฀ THEY฀WILL฀DIG�฀BUT฀ IF฀ )฀ REST฀
FOR฀A฀MOMENT�฀THEY฀ALL฀SIT฀DOWN�฀)F฀EVERYONE฀WORKS�฀THE฀WORK฀WOULD฀
BE฀ DONE฀ IN฀ VERY฀ LITTLE฀ TIME�฀ "UT฀ IN฀ REALITY�฀ PEOPLE฀ JUST฀ SIT฀ AROUND�฀
-AYBE฀HALF฀THE฀PEOPLE฀WORK�฀NO฀SOLIDARITY�฀3O฀IT฀TAKES฀A฀LONG฀TIME�฀
)฀ AM฀ TOO฀ EMBARRASSED฀ TO฀ TELL฀ THEM฀ TO฀ WORK�฀ -Y฀ FRIENDS฀ WILL฀ HATE฀
ME�฀4HEY฀ HATE฀ THE฀ POLITICIANS฀ AND฀ THE฀ LEADERS�฀4HEY฀ DON�T฀ LIKE฀ US฀
TO฀ TELL฀ THEM฀ TO฀WORK฀x�

4HE฀ VILLAGE�฀ THEN�฀ IS฀ REPRESENTED฀ AS฀ BOTH฀ A฀ LOCUS฀ OF฀ SOLIDARITY�฀
AND฀ AS฀ A฀ DIVIDED�฀ DIFlCULT฀ GROUP฀ WHOSE฀ PEOPLE฀ ARE฀ RELUCTANT฀ TO฀
WORK฀ TOGETHER�฀ 4HESE฀ CONmICTING฀ REPRESENTATIONS฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ CIRCULATE฀
CONCURRENTLY�฀ SHAPING฀ VARIOUS฀ FORMATIONS฀ OF฀ VILLAGE�฀ 4HE฀ VISION฀ OF฀
hSOLIDARITYv฀ CANNOT฀ BE฀ RELIED฀ UPON฀ TO฀ PRODUCE฀ THE฀ KIND฀ OF฀ ACTUAL฀
COOPERATION฀ AND฀ DONATION฀ THAT฀ DECENTRALIZATION฀ POLICIES฀ REQUIRE�฀ )F฀
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THE฀DEMANDS฀ FOR฀ THE฀DONATION฀OF฀ TH฀���฀N฀PÕSÕASON฀lND฀ IMPLEMENTATION฀
CHALLENGING�฀ IT฀ IS฀ BECAUSE฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ A฀ COOPERATIVE฀ UNIT฀ IS฀ NOT฀ A฀
PRE
EXISTING฀ UNIT฀ TO฀ BE฀ EXPLOITED฀ �฀ IT฀ IS฀ BEST฀ SEEN฀ AS฀ A฀ PROCESS฀ AND฀
A฀ SOCIAL฀ FORMATION�฀ THUS฀ CHARACTERIZED฀BY฀ CONmICTING฀ REPRESENTATIONS�฀
CHANGE�฀ AND฀ AMBIGUITY�฀ AS฀WE฀ SHALL฀ SEE฀ BELOW�

4HEORIZATIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IN฀ !SIA฀ CAN฀ BE฀ CLASSED฀ INTO฀ TWO฀ BROAD฀
CATEGORIES�฀ &IRST�฀ PRIMORDIAL฀ VIEWS฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ ARE฀ THOSE฀ THAT฀ HAVE฀
DESCRIBED฀THE฀VILLAGE฀AS฀AN฀ESSENTIAL฀AND฀TIMELESS฀FEATURE฀OF฀THE฀!SIAN฀
COUNTRYSIDE�฀ EXISTING฀ BEFORE฀ AND฀ LARGELY฀ INDEPENDENTLY฀ OF฀ THE฀ STATE�฀
)N฀CONTRAST�฀ALTERNATIVE฀REVISIONIST฀VIEWS฀OF฀VILLAGE฀HAVE฀PORTRAYED฀THE฀
VILLAGE฀ AS฀ ARISING฀ CONCURRENTLY฀ AND฀ IN฀ ARTICULATION฀ WITH฀ THE฀ MODERN฀
STATE�฀7HILE฀IT฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀TO฀RECOGNIZE฀THAT฀THE฀STATE฀HAS฀A฀PROFOUND฀
INmUENCE฀ON฀THE฀FORMATION฀OF฀VILLAGE�฀IT฀IS฀IMPORTANT฀ALSO฀TO฀RECOGNIZE฀
THAT฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ hGENIEv฀ HAS฀ ESCAPED฀ THE฀ BOTTLE฀ OF฀ THE฀ STATE฀ AND฀ NOW฀
lNDS฀VARIOUS฀EXPRESSION฀IN฀A฀MULTITUDE฀OF฀NOTIONS฀PERTAINING฀TO฀RURAL฀
!SIA�฀h6ILLAGEv฀ FEATURES฀ IN฀ THE฀hCOMMON฀SENSEv฀OF฀ THE฀CONTEMPORARY฀
,AO฀COUNTRYSIDE�฀!S฀SUCH�฀)฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀THE฀VILLAGE฀IS฀BEST฀UNDERSTOOD฀
IN฀ TERMS฀ OF฀ hVILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀PROJECTSv�

)RESON�฀IN฀A฀SERIES฀OF฀ARTICLES฀PUBLISHED฀IN฀THE฀����S฀������฀�����฀
����	�฀ PRESENTS฀ THE฀ PRIMORDIALIST฀ VILLAGE
COMMUNITY฀ VIEW�฀ )RESON฀
SPECIlCALLY฀ POSITIONS฀ HIMSELF฀ AGAINST฀ AUTHORS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ +EMP฀ ������฀
EXPLORED฀BELOW	�฀WHO฀HAVE฀POINTED฀OUT฀THAT฀VILLAGES฀HAVE฀HISTORICALLY฀
ARISEN฀ IN฀ THE฀ CONTEXT฀ OF฀ STATE฀ POWER�฀ )N฀ CONTRAST฀ TO฀ +EMP�฀ )RESON฀
SUGGESTS฀THAT฀VILLAGES฀IN฀,AOS฀ORIGINATED฀PRIOR฀TO฀ANY฀STATE฀FORMATION�฀
AND฀ PERSIST฀ IN฀ ISOLATION฀ FROM฀ THE฀ STATE�฀ )RESON฀ SUGGESTS฀ THAT฀ hVILLAGES฀
IN฀,AOS฀PERHAPS฀MORE฀THAN฀IN฀ANY฀OTHER฀REGION฀OF฀3OUTHEAST฀!SIA฀CAN฀
BE฀CHARACTERIZED฀AS฀SELF
SUSTAINING฀COMMUNITIES฀RELATIVELY฀UNCONNECTED฀
WITH฀ LARGER฀POLITICAL฀ OR฀ SOCIAL฀UNITSv฀ ������฀P�฀���	�฀ )RESON฀DISCUSSES฀
THE฀ hTRADITIONALv฀ PERIOD฀ VARIOUSLY฀ IN฀ PRESENT฀ TENSE฀ �����	�฀ IN฀ THE฀
PAST฀SIMPLE฀TENSE฀�����	�฀AS฀EXISTING฀hEVEN฀AS฀ LATE฀AS฀ THE฀MID
����Sv฀
�)RESON฀�����฀P�฀���	�฀AS฀hSTILL฀EVIDENT฀TODAYv฀������฀P�฀���	�฀AND฀AS฀
CURRENTLY฀UNDER฀THREAT฀FROM฀CAPITALIST฀ENCROACHMENT฀�����	�฀)N฀A฀KIND฀
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OF฀ DOUBLE฀ VISION�฀ THEN�฀ THE฀ hTRADITIONALv฀ VILLAGE฀ APPEARS฀ IN฀ BOTH฀ THE฀
IMAGININGS฀OF฀AN฀ANCIENT฀PAST฀AND฀AS฀A฀CONTEMPORARY฀REALITY�฀)N฀BOTH฀
VIEWS�฀THE฀hTRADITIONALv฀COOPERATIVE฀VILLAGE฀EXISTS฀BECAUSE฀OF฀ISOLATION�฀
PARTICULARLY฀ FROM฀ THE฀ STATE�฀ )RESON฀ SUMS฀UP฀HIS฀ OWN฀POSITION�

4HIS฀PAPER฀SUGGESTS฀ THAT฀AT฀ LEAST฀ FOR฀,AOS�฀SOCIAL฀ORGANIZATION฀MUST฀
BE฀ UNDERSTOOD฀ lRST฀ AND฀ FOREMOST฀ FROM฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ LEVEL�฀ !S฀ VILLAGE฀
COMMUNITIES฀ MUST฀ HAVE฀ DEVELOPED฀ PRIOR฀ TO฀ ANY฀ LARGER฀ POLITICAL฀
GROUPINGS�฀LARGER฀ENTITIES฀�฀WHETHER฀MUONG�฀KINGDOMS�฀OR฀MODERN฀
STATES฀�฀MUST฀IN฀CERTAIN฀FUNDAMENTAL฀WAYS฀ACCEPT฀AND฀ACKNOWLEDGE฀
THE฀IMPORTANCE฀OF฀VILLAGE฀AUTONOMY฀AND฀SELF
RELIANCE฀SO฀LONG฀AS฀THE฀
VILLAGE฀REMAINS฀AN฀ IMPORTANT฀UNIT฀OF฀ SOCIAL฀ORGANIZATION�฀,AOS�฀ LATE฀
DEVELOPMENT฀ AS฀ A฀ MODERN฀ STATE�฀ AND฀ THE฀ RELATIVELY฀ MINOR฀ IMPACT฀
&RENCH฀COLONIALISM฀HAD฀ON฀THE฀RURAL฀POPULATION�฀ALLOWED฀TRADITIONAL฀
PATTERNS฀OF฀SOCIAL฀ORGANIZATION฀TO฀PERSIST฀WELL฀PAST฀THE฀MIDDLE฀OF฀THIS฀
CENTURY�฀$ESPITE฀��฀YEARS฀OF฀CIVIL฀WAR฀AND฀A฀COMMUNIST฀REVOLUTION�฀
MANY฀ OF฀ THE฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀ VALUES฀ AND฀ BEHAVIOURS฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ LIFE฀ ARE฀
STILL฀ EVIDENT฀ TODAY�฀ �)RESON฀�����฀ P�฀ ���	฀

)N฀ THIS฀ ISOLATED฀VILLAGE�฀ SURVIVAL฀ SEEMS฀PRECARIOUS�฀NECESSITATING฀ IN฀
)RESON�S฀ VIEW฀ THE฀ COOPERATION฀ HE฀ PROPOSES฀ AS฀ BASIC฀ TO฀ THE฀ hCULTURAL฀
AND฀ SOCIAL฀ UNITY฀ OF฀ ,AO฀ VILLAGESv฀ ������฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ 7ITH฀ SOLIDARITY฀ SO฀
CLOSELY฀ ASSOCIATED฀ WITH฀ THE฀ hNATURALv�฀ hSELF
EVIDENTv�฀ AND฀ hENDURINGv฀
ISOLATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ UNIT�฀ IT฀ EMERGES฀ AS฀ A฀ GIVEN�฀ AS฀ ITSELF฀ NATURAL฀
AND฀ ENDURING�฀ A฀ TIMELESS฀ TRADITION฀ THAT฀ HAS฀ FACILITATED฀ SURVIVAL�฀ (E฀
NOTES฀ MECHANISMS฀ OF฀ SOCIAL฀ CONTROL�฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ OSTRACISM฀ AND฀ GOSSIP฀
WHICH฀ MAY฀ AFmICT฀ VILLAGERS฀ WHO฀ DO฀ NOT฀ TOE฀ THE฀ COOPERATIVE฀ LINE฀
������฀ P�฀ ���	�฀ SO฀ THAT฀ COOPERATION฀ APPEARS฀ AS฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ COMMON฀
BUT฀ MOTIVATED฀ BY฀ POWERFUL฀ SANCTIONS�฀ )N฀ PROPOSING฀ THIS฀ VIEW฀ OF฀ THE฀
SOLIDARY฀VILLAGE�฀)RESON฀APPEALS฀EXPLICITLY฀TO฀3COTT�S฀NOTION฀OF฀A฀VILLAGE฀
hMORAL฀ ECONOMYv฀ �3COTT฀ ����	�฀

4HE฀ hVILLAGEv฀ HERE฀ IS฀ A฀ hSURVIVALv฀ FROM฀ THE฀ PAST�฀ GAINING฀ BOTH฀ ITS฀
CHARACTER฀AND฀IMPORT฀FROM฀AN฀IMPUTED฀ISOLATION฀FROM฀WIDER฀CONTEXTS�฀
)F฀WIDER฀CONTEXTS฀IMPINGE�฀)RESON฀SEES฀THIS฀AS฀LIKELY฀TO฀UNDERMINE฀THE฀
SOLIDARITY฀ OF฀ VILLAGES�฀(E฀WRITES�

4HREE฀INTERLOCKED฀AND฀MUTUALLY฀REINFORCING฀ELEMENTS฀SEEM฀NECESSARY฀
TO฀ MAINTAIN฀ VILLAGE฀ COOPERATION฀ AND฀ SOLIDARITY�฀ A฀ VILLAGE฀ IDEOLOGY฀
OF฀ MUTUALITY�฀ SUCCESSFUL฀ EVENTS฀ OF฀ COOPERATION�฀ AND฀ SHALLOW฀ SOCIO
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ECONOMIC฀ STRATIlCATION�฀ 3HOULD฀ ANY฀ ONE฀ FAIL�฀ THE฀ OVERALL฀ SYSTEM฀ IS฀
WEAKENED�฀ 7E฀ SEE฀ THIS฀ HAPPENING฀ TODAY�฀ ESPECIALLY฀ IN฀ AREAS฀ MORE฀
CLOSELY฀ LINKED฀ TO฀URBAN฀MARKETS�฀ ������฀ P�฀ ���	

4HUS�฀CONTACTS฀OUTSIDE฀THE฀VILLAGE฀ARE฀SEEN฀AS฀ERODING฀COOPERATION�฀
4HIS฀VISION฀ RELIES฀ON฀A฀NOTION฀OF฀ A฀PRISTINE฀ORIGINAL฀ CONDITION฀WHERE฀
CONTACT฀ AND฀ COOPERATION฀ ARE฀ POSITED฀ AS฀ ANTAGONISTIC฀ TO฀ EACH฀OTHER�฀

4HE฀ IDEA฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE
COMMUNITY฀ IN฀ 3OUTHEAST฀ !SIA�฀ HOWEVER�฀
HAS฀ COME฀ UNDER฀ CONSIDERABLE฀ ATTACK�฀ "REMAN฀ WRITES฀ OF฀ THE฀ NOTION฀
OF฀ THE฀ hTIMELESS฀!SIAN฀ VILLAGEv฀ AS฀ hNOT฀ONLY฀ A฀ CLICH£฀WHICH฀ LACKS฀ ANY฀
REAL฀ EMPIRICAL฀ BASE�฀ BUT฀ x฀ ALSO฀ A฀ CONSTRUCTION฀ WHICH�฀ FOR฀ THE฀ MOST฀
PART�฀ ORIGINATED฀ DURING฀ COLONIAL฀ RULEv฀ ������฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ "REMAN฀ lNDS฀
SUCH฀A฀VIEW฀OF฀VILLAGE฀hRIFE฀WITH฀ROMANTIC฀PATERNALISMv฀�IBID��฀P�฀��	�฀
YET฀ ONE฀ THAT฀ HAS฀ POWERFULLY฀ TAKEN฀ ROOT฀ IN฀ IMAGININGS฀ OF฀ THE฀ !SIAN฀
PAST�฀"OTH฀COLONIAL฀AND฀CONTEMPORARY฀STATES฀HAVE฀USED฀THIS฀MODEL฀OF฀
THE฀ PAST฀ AND฀ CONSEQUENTLY฀ MOVED฀ TO฀ hREINSTATEv฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IN฀ STATE฀
ADMINISTRATIONS฀AND฀INTERVENTIONS�฀"REMAN฀NOTES฀hCONTINUAL฀EFFORTS฀TO฀
REVITALISE฀ THAT฀ COMMUNITY�฀ HOWEVER�฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀ STRIKINGLY฀ INEFFECTIVE�฀
MOSTLY฀BECAUSE฀IT฀IS฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀MODEL฀THE฀PRESENT฀ON฀AN฀IMAGINARY฀
PASTv฀ �IBID��฀ P�฀ ��	�

)N฀ APPLYING฀ A฀ SIMILAR฀ APPROACH฀ TO฀ RURAL฀ 4HAILAND�฀ +EMP฀ ARGUES฀
THAT฀HISTORICALLY฀THE฀REGION฀WAS฀HIGHLY฀URBANIZED�฀WITH฀LOW฀POPULATIONS฀
HUDDLING฀ TOGETHER฀ALONG฀RIVERS฀AND฀A฀ FEW฀ROADS฀ ������฀P�฀�	�฀4HIS฀ IS฀
PARTICULARLY฀ TRUE฀ TODAY฀ OF฀ THE฀ REGION฀ WHERE฀ $ N฀ +HI�AW฀ IS฀ LOCATED�฀
THE฀ 3II฀ 0HAN฀ $ N฀ AREA฀ OF฀ THE฀ -EKONG฀ 2IVER�฀ )N฀ THESE฀ SOUTHERN฀
REACHES฀OF฀THE฀-EKONG�฀THE฀BANKS฀AND฀ISLANDS฀ARE฀ALMOST฀CONTINUOUSLY฀
INHABITED�฀SETTLEMENTS฀STRUNG฀OUT฀IN฀A฀LONG฀THIN฀LINE฀ALONG฀THE฀SHORE�฀
(OUSEHOLDS฀ FACE฀ THE฀ RIVER�฀ ORIENTATED฀ TO฀ THIS฀ SOURCE฀ OF฀ SUSTENANCE�฀
MATERIALS�฀ AND฀ TRANSPORT�฀ 7ITH฀ RIVERBOAT฀ TRANSPORT฀ THE฀ EASIEST฀ AND฀
CHEAPEST฀ FORM฀OF฀MOBILITY�฀ EVEN฀ FOR฀ SHORT฀DISTANCES�฀ THE฀ RIVER฀ ACTS฀ AS฀
A฀ HUB�฀ A฀ PATHWAY฀ TO฀ EVERYWHERE฀ ELSE�฀ 4HIS฀ RESONATES฀ WITH฀ COLONIAL฀
DESCRIPTIONS฀OF฀ THE฀AREA�฀'ARNIER฀NOTES฀ THE฀hCONTINUOUS฀ LINE฀OF฀PALM฀
TREES�฀ HOUSES฀ AND฀ GARDENS฀ BESIDE฀ THE฀ BANKSv฀ OF฀ THE฀ -EKONG฀ ������฀
P�฀��	�฀(E฀COMMENTS฀THAT฀h�E	VERYWHERE�฀THE฀DENSELY฀POPULATED฀AND฀
CULTIVATED฀ BANKS฀ PRESENT฀ CONVENIENT฀ AND฀ WELL
STOCKED฀ PLACES฀ TO฀ STOP฀
OVERv฀ �IBID��฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ AND฀ DESCRIBES฀ THE฀ CAPITAL฀ +HONG฀ AS฀ BUSTLING฀
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WITH฀ TRADE฀ AND฀ COMMERCE฀ �IBID��฀ P�฀ ��	�฀0AVIE฀ ALSO฀NOTES฀ THAT฀ ALONG฀
THE฀ RIVER฀ IN฀ THIS฀ REGION฀ h�T	HE฀ VILLAGES฀ SUCCEED฀ EACH฀ OTHER฀ WITHOUT฀
INTERRUPTIONv฀ ������฀P�฀���	�฀7E฀HAVE฀A฀CONSISTENT฀PICTURE�฀ THEN�฀OF฀
SOUTHERN฀ ,AO฀ -EKONG฀ SETTLEMENTS฀ AS฀ TAKING฀ A฀ hSTRIP฀ DEVELOPMENTv฀
FORMAT�฀STRUNG฀OUT฀ALONG฀THE฀RIVERBANKS�฀WITH฀THE฀RIVER฀ACTING฀TO฀LINK฀
RATHER฀ THAN฀ TO฀ ISOLATE�฀

2ATHER฀ THAN฀ ISOLATION�฀ HISTORIANS฀ SUGGEST฀ THAT฀ LOW฀ POPULATIONS฀
GATHERED฀ TOGETHER฀ INTO฀ MUANG฀ �POLITICAL฀ CENTRES	�

4HE฀FAMOUS฀hLACK฀OF฀PEOPLEv฀IN฀THE฀REGION฀IN฀THIS฀ERA฀DOES฀NOT฀MEAN฀
A฀THIN฀STIPPLE฀EVENLY฀SCATTERED�฀2ATHER�฀POPULATION฀WAS฀CONCENTRATED฀
IN฀AND฀AROUND฀CITY
STATES�฀EACH฀OF฀WHICH฀WAS฀SEPARATED฀FROM฀OTHERS฀
BY฀LARGE฀EMPTY฀EXPANSES฀OF฀FOREST�฀MOUNTAIN�฀AND฀SEA�฀4HE฀PASSAGES฀
BETWEEN฀ MUANG฀WERE฀PERILOUS฀ JOURNEYS�฀ �"AKER฀ �����฀ P�฀ ���	

4HE฀ PICTURE฀ OF฀ THE฀ ISOLATED฀ VILLAGE�฀ CAST฀ OUT฀ ALONE฀ IN฀ THE฀ FOREST฀
WITH฀ FEW฀ LINKS�฀ IS฀ NOT฀ ONE฀ SUGGESTED฀BY฀ THE฀HISTORY฀ BOOKS�

+EMP฀DATES฀ THE฀ARRIVAL฀OF฀ THE฀hVILLAGEv฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀ SETTLEMENT฀
IN฀4HAILAND฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀THE฀��TH฀CENTURY�฀WITH฀+ING฀#HULALONGKORN�S฀
PUSH฀FOR฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀MODERNIZATION฀BASED฀ON฀%UROPEAN฀MODELS฀FOR฀
CONTROLLING฀ POPULATION฀ AND฀ GENERATING฀ STATE฀ REVENUE฀ ������฀ P�฀ ��	�฀
+EMP฀ASSERTS�฀h4HE฀4HAI฀PEASANT฀VILLAGE฀COMMUNITY฀IS฀AN฀IDEOLOGICAL฀
CONSTRUCT฀ RATHER฀ THAN฀ AN฀ EMPIRICAL฀ REALITYv฀ �IBID��฀ P�฀ �	�฀ 2IGG�฀ ALSO฀
WRITING฀ OF฀4HAILAND�฀ COMES฀ TO฀ A฀ SIMILAR฀ CONCLUSION�฀ h4HE฀ @ROOTS�฀ OF฀
THE฀VILLAGE�฀SO฀OFTEN฀HELD฀UP฀FOR฀ALL฀TO฀ADMIRE�฀MAY฀BE฀lCTIONv฀������฀
P�฀ ���	�

%VANS฀SUGGESTS฀THAT฀THE฀EXPERIENCE฀OF฀,AOS฀WAS฀QUITE฀DIFFERENT฀FROM฀
THAT฀OF฀4HAILAND�฀AS฀#HULALONGKORN�S฀ REFORMS฀WERE฀NOT฀ IMPLEMENTED฀
IN฀,AOS฀ ������฀P�฀��	�฀7HILE฀ THE฀&RENCH฀MADE฀ SOME฀ REFORMS฀ �IBID��฀
P�฀��	�฀%VANS฀WRITES฀THAT฀THE฀MOST฀SIGNIlCANT฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀CONTROLS฀
OVER฀THE฀COUNTRYSIDE฀CAME฀WITH฀THE฀,AO฀0EOPLE�S฀2EVOLUTIONARY฀0ARTY�S฀
SEIZURE฀OF฀POWER฀IN฀�����฀7ITH฀NEW฀RESTRICTIONS฀ON฀THE฀MOVEMENT฀OF฀
PEOPLE฀AND฀GOODS�฀h,AO฀VILLAGES฀ TEND฀TO฀BECOME฀ LESS฀OPEN฀AND฀MORE฀
CORPORATEv฀ �IBID��฀ P�฀ ���	�฀ %VANS฀ SEES฀ THIS฀ AS฀ A฀ hCONTRADICTIONv�฀ (E฀
WRITES�฀hON฀ONE฀SIDE฀ ITS฀POLICIES฀OFTEN฀REINFORCE฀CORPORATE฀ TENDENCIES�฀
WHILE฀ON฀THE฀OTHER฀IT฀TRIES฀TO฀EXTEND฀MODERN฀ADMINISTRATION฀INTO฀THE฀
VILLAGES�฀ )T฀ IS�฀ THEREFORE�฀ A฀ PROFOUNDLY฀ CONTRADICTORY฀ PROCESSv฀ �IBID��฀฀
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P�฀���	�฀"UT฀THE฀GROWTH฀OF฀THE฀CORPORATE฀VILLAGE฀ALONGSIDE฀THE฀GROWTH฀
OF฀ STATE฀ INTERVENTION฀ NEED฀ NOT฀ BE฀ VIEWED฀ AS฀ A฀ CONTRADICTION�฀ +EMP�฀
2IGG�฀ AND฀ "REMAN฀ HAVE฀ DEMONSTRATED฀ THAT฀ STATE฀ INTERVENTION฀ HAS฀
INVENTED฀AND฀CREATED฀THE฀hVILLAGEv฀IN฀MANY฀PARTS฀OF฀!SIA�฀SO฀THAT฀STATE฀
AND฀ VILLAGE฀ FORMATIONS฀ ARE฀ PART฀ OF฀ THE฀ SAME฀ PROCESS�฀ -ORE฀ BROADLY�฀
7OLF �S฀ CLASSIC฀ ARGUMENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ VERY฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀ THE฀ CORPORATE฀ VILLAGE฀
IS฀ THAT฀ IT฀ IS฀hTHE฀CHILD฀OF฀CONQUESTv฀������฀P�฀���	�฀7OLF฀ARGUES฀THAT฀
THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀ THE฀ OUTCOME฀OF฀ SPECIlC฀HISTORICAL฀ RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀
STRUCTURES฀OF฀DOMINATION฀AND฀A฀SUBORDINATED฀PEASANTRY�฀6ILLAGES�฀THEN�฀
hARE฀NEITHER฀SIMPLE฀ @SURVIVALS��฀NOR฀THE฀RESULT฀OF฀ @CULTURE฀ LAG��฀NOR฀DUE฀
TO฀ SOME฀ PUTATIVE฀ TENDENCY฀ TO฀ CONSERVATISM฀ SAID฀ TO฀ BE฀ CHARACTERISTIC฀
OF฀PEASANTSv฀�IBID��฀P�฀���	�฀7RITING฀OF฀*AVA�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀7OLF฀NOTES฀
THAT฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ ONLY฀ ARRIVED฀WITH฀ THE฀$UTCH�฀

+EMP�฀2IGG�฀"REMAN�฀AND฀7OLF �S฀VIEW฀THAT฀THE฀VILLAGE฀WAS฀HISTORICALLY฀฀
A฀RESPONSE฀TO฀COLONIALISM฀OR฀AN฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀INVENTION฀PROVIDES฀A฀DIRECT฀
CONTRAST฀TO฀)RESON�S฀PRIMORDIALIST฀VIEW฀OF฀THE฀VILLAGE฀AS฀hPRIORv฀TO฀ANY฀FORM฀฀
OF฀STATE�฀"UT฀DOES฀RECOGNIZING฀THE฀VILLAGE฀AS฀HISTORICALLY฀A฀STATE฀COLONIAL฀
CREATION฀MEAN฀THAT฀CONTEMPORARY฀VILLAGES฀HAVE฀NONE฀OF฀THE฀SOLIDARITY฀
THAT฀)RESON฀ATTRIBUTES฀ TO฀ THEM�฀!RE฀ THEY฀hCONSTRUCTIONSv฀ IN฀ THE฀SENSE฀
OF฀FABRICATION�฀h&ICTIONv฀IN฀THE฀SENSE฀OF฀MAKE
BELIEVE�฀7HILE฀WE฀MAY฀
ACCEPT฀THAT฀THE฀VILLAGE฀IS฀A฀RATHER฀RECENT฀STATE
SPONSORED฀INVENTION�฀IT฀
DOES฀NOT฀FOLLOW฀THAT฀ALL฀CONTEMPORARY฀EXPERIENCES฀OF฀VILLAGE฀ARE฀PURELY฀
ADMINISTRATIVE฀ EXPERIENCES�฀ )NDEED�฀ 7OLF�฀ +EMP�฀ AND฀ 2IGG฀ STRONGLY฀
ASSERT฀ THAT฀ THE฀ CONTEMPORARY฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀MUCH฀MORE฀ THAN฀ AN฀ ARTIlCE�

)N฀ CONTEMPORARY฀ ,AOS�฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀ BOUND฀ UP฀ WITH฀
CONCEPTS฀ OF฀ BELONGING�฀ PLACE�฀ MUTUAL฀ SUPPORT�฀ AND฀ ASPIRATION�฀ !ND฀
THESE฀ IDEAS฀ ARE฀ AMORPHOUS�฀ 4HEY฀ ARE฀ NEVER฀ SINGULAR�฀ AND฀ ARE฀ OFTEN฀
CONTRADICTORY�฀ IN฀ A฀ SINGLE฀ BREATH฀ A฀ YOUNG฀ RETURN฀ MIGRANT฀ TELLS฀ ME฀
THAT฀SHE฀MISSED฀HER฀VILLAGE฀AND฀THAT฀SHE฀WANTS฀TO฀LEAVE฀AGAIN฀BECAUSE฀
THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀ NOT฀ FUN�฀ !T฀ A฀ VILLAGE฀ WORK฀ EVENT�฀ A฀ MAN฀ TELLS฀ ME฀ THAT฀
WORKING฀ TOGETHER฀ IS฀ hHOW฀ ,AO฀ PEOPLE฀ DO฀ THINGSv฀ AND฀ TELLS฀ ME฀ HOW฀
DIFlCULT฀ IT฀ IS฀ TO฀ CONVINCE฀ PEOPLE฀ TO฀ WORK฀ TOGETHER�฀4HE฀ CONCEPT฀ OF฀
VILLAGE฀ IS฀ MULTIPLE�฀ VARIABLE�฀ AND฀ OFTEN฀ CONmICTUAL�฀ 6ILLAGE฀ IS฀ ALWAYS฀
IN฀FORMATION�฀0OLICIES�฀ IDEALIZATIONS฀AND฀DEMONIZATIONS฀OF฀ THE฀VILLAGE฀
ARE฀ ALL฀ INSTANCES฀ OF฀WHAT฀ )฀ TERM฀ hVILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀PROJECTSv�
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4HE฀ INSPIRATION฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ TERM฀ COMES฀ FROM฀ /MI฀ AND฀ 7INANT�S฀
TERM฀ hRACIAL฀ FORMATION฀ PROJECTSv�฀ 7ORKING฀ IN฀ 53฀ RACE฀ STUDIES�฀
/MI฀ AND฀ 7INANT฀ ARGUE฀ THAT฀ RACE฀ MUST฀ BE฀ SEEN฀ AS฀ NEITHER฀ ESSENCE฀
NOR฀ ILLUSION�฀ IT฀ IS฀ A฀ PROCESS฀ OF฀ SOCIAL฀ REPRESENTATION�฀ !S฀ SUCH�฀ IT฀ IS฀
HISTORICAL�฀ SUBJECT฀ TO฀ CHANGE฀ AND฀ OFTEN฀ CONTRADICTORY฀ AND฀ CONFUSED�฀
BUT฀ NONETHELESS฀ HAS฀ A฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀ AND฀ CONCRETE฀ IMPACT฀ ON฀ LIVED฀
EXPERIENCES�฀4HE฀SOCIAL฀REPRESENTATION฀OF฀RACE฀ IS฀PERPETUATED฀THROUGH฀
RACIAL฀ FORMATION฀ PROJECTS�฀ THOSE฀ INSTANCES฀ LARGE฀ AND฀ SMALL฀ WHERE฀฀
RACE฀lNDS฀EXPRESSION฀AND฀ENFORCEMENT�฀SUCH฀AS฀MEDIA฀IMAGES�฀POLICIES�฀
AND฀ CONVERSATIONS�฀ INCLUDING฀ COMMENTS฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ hFUNNY�฀ YOU฀ DON�T฀฀
LOOK฀ BLACKv฀ �/MI฀ AND฀ 7INANT฀ �����฀ P�฀ ��	�฀ )N฀ THESE฀ HISTORICAL฀
PROJECTS�฀ RACE฀ IS฀ CONSTANTLY฀ BEING฀ FORMED฀ AS฀ PART฀ OF฀ THE฀ AMBIGUOUS฀
SOCIAL฀ hCOMMON฀ SENSEv�฀ 5SING฀ A฀ SIMILAR฀ APPROACH�฀ )฀ PROPOSE฀ THAT฀฀
VILLAGE฀BE฀SEEN฀NOT฀AS฀ESSENCE฀�AS฀)RESON฀WOULD฀PRESENT฀IT�฀AS฀PRIMORDIAL�฀
DISCRETE฀AND฀hPRIORv฀ TO฀ANY฀OTHER฀ SOCIAL฀ FORMATION	�฀NOR฀ SHOULD฀ IT฀BE฀
SEEN฀ AS฀ ILLUSION�฀ "Y฀ QUESTIONING฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ AUTOCHTHONOUS�฀ BOUNDED�฀
AND฀ lXED�฀ IT฀ IS฀ NOT฀ NECESSARY฀ TO฀ VIEW฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ THEREFORE฀ NON
฀
EXISTENT�฀ &OLLOWING฀ /MI฀ AND฀ 7INANT�฀ WE฀ CAN฀ SEE฀ THAT฀ THE฀ CONCEPT฀
OF฀VILLAGE฀CIRCULATES฀AS฀A฀ SOCIAL฀ REPRESENTATION�฀PART฀OF฀ THE฀AMBIGUOUS฀
SOCIAL฀ hCOMMON฀ SENSEv฀ OF฀ RURAL฀ ,AOS�฀ AND฀ CONTINUALLY฀ PRODUCED฀฀
THROUGH฀ VILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀ PROCESSES�฀ 4HUS�฀ THOUGH฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ MAY฀฀
NOT฀ BE฀ THE฀ HARMONIOUS�฀ ENCLOSED�฀ AND฀ PRIMORDIAL฀ UNIT฀ DEPICTED฀
BY฀ )RESON�฀ IT฀ IS฀ STILL฀ IMPORTANT฀ TO฀ ACKNOWLEDGE฀ VILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀
PROJECTS฀ THAT฀DRAW฀ON�฀ CREATE�฀OR฀DEMAND฀ THE฀hVILLAGEv�฀4HESE฀VILLAGE฀
FORMATION฀ PROJECTS฀ ARE฀ OFTEN฀ CONFUSED฀ AND฀ CONTRADICTORY�฀ BUT฀ THEY฀
REMAIN฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀ IN฀ STRUCTURING฀ AND฀ REPRESENTING฀ CONTEMPORARY฀
RURAL฀,AOS�฀

/MI฀ AND฀ 7INANT฀ NOTE฀ THAT฀ OPPRESSIVE�฀ RACIST฀ VIEWS฀ ARE฀ OFTEN฀
INFORMED฀BY฀ESSENTIALIST฀ SIMPLIlCATIONS฀OF฀ RACE�฀ )N฀A฀ SIMILAR฀MANNER�฀
IT฀ IS฀ IMPORTANT฀ TO฀ NOTE฀ THAT฀ SOME฀ ESSENTIALIST฀ VILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀
PROJECTS฀ ARE฀ OPPRESSIVE�฀ PARTICULARLY฀ THOSE฀ ESSENTIALIST฀ VISIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀
hAGRARIAN฀MYTHv฀THAT฀INFORM฀STATE฀POLICY�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀DESCRIBING฀THE฀
DISASTROUS฀ COLLECTIVIZATION฀ OF฀ AGRICULTURE฀ IN฀ ,AOS฀ IN฀ THE฀ LATE฀ ����S�฀
+AYSONE฀ASSERTED�฀h4HE฀NEW฀RELATIONSHIP฀CONSTITUTES฀THE฀CONTINUATION฀
AND฀DEVELOPMENT฀OF฀THE฀TRADITION฀OF฀MUTUAL฀SOLIDARITY฀AND฀ASSISTANCE฀
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AMONG฀ OUR฀ PEOPLEv฀ �0HOMVIHAN฀ ����	�฀4HE฀ SUPPOSED฀ hTRADITIONALv฀
SOLIDARITY฀OF฀RURAL฀PEOPLE฀WAS฀USED฀TO฀JUSTIFY฀THE฀DEMAND฀TO฀COLLECTIVIZE฀
AGRICULTURE�฀ A฀ PROCESS฀ THAT฀ WAS฀ LINKED฀ EXPLICITLY฀ TO฀ POLITICAL฀ CONTROL฀
AND฀ECONOMIC฀EXTRACTION฀AND฀ENDED฀IN฀FAMINE�฀!S฀WE฀SHALL฀SEE฀BELOW�฀
SUCH฀ESSENTIALISMS฀ALSO฀UNDERLIE฀CONTEMPORARY฀DECENTRALIZATION฀POLICIES฀
AND฀ THE฀ NEW฀ VOGUE฀ FOR฀ hPARTICIPATORYv฀ DEVELOPMENT฀ PROGRAMMES�฀
4HESE฀ ESSENTIALIST฀ STATE฀ AND฀ DEVELOPMENT฀ INTERVENTIONS฀ REPEATEDLY฀
MARGINALIZE฀ RURAL฀ RESIDENTS�

(OWEVER�฀ /MI฀ AND฀ 7INANT฀ GO฀ FURTHER฀ THAN฀ SIMPLY฀ STATING฀ THAT฀
ESSENTIALISMS฀CAN฀BE฀OPPRESSIVE�฀4HEY฀REFER฀TO฀WHAT฀HAVE฀BEEN฀TERMED฀
hSTRATEGIC฀ ESSENTIALISMSv�฀ ESSENTIALISMS฀ THAT฀ MAY฀ DEFEND฀ THE฀ INTERESTS฀
OF฀ THOSE฀ MARGINALIZED฀ BY฀ OPPRESSIVE฀ ESSENTIALISMS�฀4HE฀ AUTHORS฀ NOTE฀
THAT฀ IN฀ THE฀ 5NITED฀ 3TATES฀ THERE฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ A฀ TENDENCY฀ TO฀ BRAND฀ ALL฀
NOTIONS฀ OF฀ RACE฀ AS฀ hRACISTv�฀ AND฀ A฀ hCOLOUR
BLINDv฀ APPROACH฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀
ADVOCATED�฀ !N฀ EXAMPLE฀ OF฀ THE฀ OUTCOMES฀ OF฀ SUCH฀ A฀ VIEW฀ IS฀ THE฀
REACTION฀ TO฀ AFlRMATIVE฀ ACTION฀ MEASURES฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ THE฀ ALLOCATION฀ OF฀
EMPLOYMENT฀ OPPORTUNITIES฀ BASED฀ ON฀ RACE�฀ WHERE฀ THESE฀ HAVE฀ BEEN฀
TERMED฀hREVERSE฀RACISTv�฀/MI฀AND฀7INANT฀SUGGEST฀THAT฀SUCH฀A฀hCOLOR

BLINDv฀APPROACH฀CONmATES฀DIFFERENT฀KINDS฀OF฀ESSENTIALISMS�฀OPPRESSIVE฀
ESSENTIALISMS�฀ AND฀ THE฀ DEFENSIVE฀ ESSENTIALISMS฀ THAT฀ PEOPLE฀ FORM฀ TO฀
COMBAT฀ OPPRESSION�฀ 4HIS฀ OBSERVATION฀ IS฀ IMPORTANT�฀ AS฀ IT฀ REMINDS฀
US฀ THAT฀ RURAL฀ RESIDENTS฀ MAY฀ USE฀ AN฀ ESSENTIALIST฀ VISION฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀
A฀ BASIS฀ FOR฀ UNITY฀ AND฀ STRENGTH�

4HE฀IDEA฀OF฀VILLAGE฀IS฀CLOSELY฀BOUND฀UP฀WITH฀ADMINISTRATION�฀BUT฀IT฀IS฀
NOT฀SOLELY฀A฀TOOL฀OF฀STATE฀INTERVENTION�฀AND฀INDEED฀STATE฀DElNITIONS฀AND฀
IDEALS฀OF฀ VILLAGE฀ CAN฀BE฀USED฀ TO฀ COUNTER฀OR฀OVERCOME฀ STATE฀DEMANDS�฀
!N฀INSTANCE฀OF฀THE฀hSTRATEGIC฀VILLAGEv฀WAS฀OBSERVED฀WHEN฀NEWS฀ARRIVED฀
THAT฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ WAS฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ GIVE฀ UP฀ TWO฀ MEN฀ TO฀ ENLIST฀ FOR฀ TWO฀
YEARS฀ IN฀ THE฀ ARMY�฀ -�฀¼¼฀ +HAM฀ SAID฀ SHE฀ PITIED฀ THE฀ PERSON฀ WHO฀ MUST฀
BE฀ A฀ SOLDIER�฀ hCOLD฀ AND฀ WET฀ AND฀ LOTS฀ OF฀ LEECHESv�฀ %VERYONE฀ AGREED฀ IT฀
WAS฀AN฀UNDESIRABLE฀OUTCOME�฀#IT฀PREDICTED�฀h4OMORROW฀ALL฀THE฀YOUNG฀
PEOPLE฀WILL฀BE฀GONE�฀4HAILAND�฀6IENTIANE�฀"OLEVEN฀0LATEAU฀x฀WHEREVER฀
THEY฀HAVE฀ RELATIVES�฀4HEY฀WILL฀ ALL฀ LEAVE�v
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)NDEED�฀AT฀ THE฀VILLAGE฀MEETING฀ THE฀ FOLLOWING฀DAY�฀ THE฀VILLAGE฀CHIEF฀
ANNOUNCED฀ A฀ LIST฀ OF฀ ALL฀ THE฀ SONS฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE�฀ !FTER฀ EACH฀ NAME�฀
HE฀ SAID฀ THAT฀ THEY฀ HAD฀ GONE฀ SOMEWHERE฀ �฀ 0AKSAN�฀ 0AKSE�฀ "OLEVEN฀
0LATEAU�฀ 4HAILAND�฀ TO฀ STUDY�฀ OR฀ SIMPLY฀ NI�I฀ �RUN฀ AWAY	�฀ !FTER฀ THE฀
MEETING�฀ A฀ SMALL฀ GROUP฀ REMAINED฀BEHIND�฀lVE฀ FATHERS฀OF฀YOUNG฀MEN฀
AND฀ THREE฀ YOUNG฀ MEN฀ WHO฀ WERE฀ MARRIED฀ WITH฀ YOUNG฀ CHILDREN�฀ )N฀
THE฀ CONVERSATION฀ THAT฀ ENSUED�฀ THE฀ GROUP฀ DEVISED฀ A฀ PLAN฀ FOR฀ EVADING฀
THE฀ CONSCRIPTION฀ DEMANDS฀ ON฀ BEHALF฀ OF฀ WHAT฀ WERE฀ TERMED฀ IN฀ THIS฀
CONVERSATION฀hTHE฀CHILDREN฀OF฀THE฀VILLAGEv�฀4HE฀PLAN�฀PRESENTED฀BY฀THE฀
THEN฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF�฀ WAS฀ TO฀ REPORT฀ THAT฀ ALL฀ THE฀ YOUNG฀ MEN฀ FROM฀ THE฀
VILLAGE฀ HAD฀ VANISHED�฀ )T฀ WAS฀ AGREED฀ THAT฀ THEY฀ NEEDED฀ TO฀ PRESENT฀ THIS฀
STORY฀ AS฀ A฀ UNITED฀ FRONT฀ IF฀ THEY฀WERE฀ TO฀ SUCCESSFULLY฀ EVADE฀ THIS฀ ROUND฀
OF฀ CONSCRIPTION�฀ /NE฀ OF฀ THE฀ FATHERS฀ ARTICULATED฀ THE฀ STRATEGY�฀ h4HERE฀
ARE฀ ��฀ VILLAGES฀ IN฀ THIS฀ DISTRICT�฀ )F฀ WE฀ ARE฀ THE฀ LAST฀ VILLAGE฀ TO฀ TALK฀ TO฀
THEM�฀ THEY฀WILL฀ JUST฀WANT฀ TO฀BE฀lNISHED฀WITH฀ THEIR฀WORK�฀ THEY฀WON�T฀
QUESTION฀US฀TOO฀HARD�v฀4HEIR฀CONVERSATION฀WAS฀SMATTERED฀WITH฀APPEALS฀
TO฀ ãEKKÕPHÍAP฀ �UNITY	�฀ EACH฀ MEMBER฀ ECHOING฀ THE฀ OTHERS�฀ STATEMENTS฀
OF฀ACCORD฀AND฀WORDS฀OF฀COMFORT฀ �hDON�T฀BE฀AFRAIDv	�฀!฀FEW฀DAYS฀ LATER฀
)฀HEARD฀THAT฀THE฀ATTEMPT฀AT฀EVASION฀HAD฀BEEN฀SUCCESSFUL�฀NONE฀OF฀THE฀
YOUNG฀MEN฀HAD฀BEEN฀ CONSCRIPTED�

)N฀THIS฀INSTANCE�฀RESIDENTS฀FOUND฀SOLIDARITY฀IN฀THEIR฀JOINT฀VULNERABILITY฀
TO฀A฀STATE฀DEMAND�฀4HEY฀WERE฀ABLE฀TO฀USE฀THIS฀JOINT฀IDENTITY฀AS฀A฀STRENGTH฀
IN฀AVOIDING฀CONSCRIPTION�฀TO฀COOPERATE฀AS฀A฀GROUP฀TO฀EXECUTE฀A฀TASK฀
THAT฀REQUIRED฀UNANIMOUS฀ACTION�฀!ND฀THE฀BASIS฀FOR฀THIS฀ACTION฀WAS฀THE฀
IDEA฀OF฀hVILLAGEv�฀IT฀WAS฀AS฀CO
VILLAGERS฀THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀SUBJECT฀TO฀THE฀
STATE฀DEMAND�฀AND฀AS฀CO
VILLAGERS฀THAT฀THEY฀ACTED฀TO฀AVOID฀IT�฀4HIS฀IS฀AN฀
INSTANCE฀OF฀VILLAGE฀COOPERATION฀THAT�฀FROM฀THE฀PERSPECTIVE฀OF฀THE฀YOUNG฀
MEN฀AT฀RISK฀OF฀CONSCRIPTION�฀WAS฀SUCCESSFUL�฀AND฀WHERE฀THE฀NOTION฀OF฀
hVILLAGEv฀WAS฀EFFECTIVE฀AS฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀ACHIEVING฀THEIR฀AIMS�฀4HE฀IDEA฀OF฀
VILLAGE�฀THEN�฀lNDS฀VARYING฀DEGREES฀OF฀SUCCESS฀IN฀APPLICATION�฀

!NOTHER฀EXAMPLE฀OF฀AN฀ARGUABLY฀SUCCESSFUL฀APPEAL฀TO฀THE฀SOLIDARITY฀
OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀ THE฀ ORGANIZATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ ANNUAL฀ VILLAGE฀ "UDDHIST฀
FESTIVAL�฀ THE฀ BUN฀ PHA�WÞET�฀4HE฀ PHA�WÞET฀ FESTIVAL฀ IS฀ TYPICALLY฀ HELD฀ AFTER฀
THE฀HARVEST฀IS฀lNISHED�฀AND฀BEFORE฀THE฀NEXT฀TRANSPLANT�฀ROUGHLY฀BETWEEN฀
*ANUARY฀AND฀!PRIL฀�0REMCHIT฀AND฀$ORE฀����	�฀-ONKS฀FROM฀THE฀LOCAL฀
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AND฀SURROUNDING฀TEMPLES฀ARE฀ INVITED฀TO฀RECEIVE฀OFFERINGS฀AND฀TO฀READ฀
THE฀ 6ESSANTARA฀ *ATAKA�฀ THE฀ STORY฀ OF฀ THE฀ "UDDHA฀ IN฀ HIS฀ PENULTIMATE฀
BIRTH฀ �AN฀ ACCOUNT฀ IS฀ OFFERED฀ IN฀ 4AMBIAH฀ ����	�฀ ,AYPERSONS฀ FROM฀
SURROUNDING฀AREAS฀ARE฀ALSO฀INVITED฀TO฀LISTEN฀TO฀THE฀STORY฀AND฀TO฀ATTEND฀
THE฀ ACCOMPANYING฀ FAIR�฀ OFTEN฀ SLEEPING฀ AT฀ THE฀ TEMPLE฀ OVERNIGHT�฀4HE฀
CONGREGATION฀CARE฀FOR฀THE฀GUESTS฀BY฀OFFERING฀REFRESHMENTS�฀4HE฀FESTIVAL฀
FAIR฀ FEATURES฀ AT฀ LEAST฀ ONE฀ NIGHT฀ OF฀ MUSIC�฀ DANCE�฀ STALLS�฀ GAMES�฀ AND฀
MOVIES฀ PLAYED฀ ON฀ A฀46�6#$฀ SYSTEM�฀4HE฀ FAIR฀ IS฀ AVIDLY฀ ANTICIPATED฀
AS฀ ENJOYABLE�฀

!GAINST฀THE฀BEST฀HOPES฀AND฀EFFORTS฀OF฀THE฀PARTICIPANTS�฀HOWEVER�฀THE฀
LAST฀BUN฀PHA�WÞET฀HELD฀DURING฀THIS฀PERIOD฀OF฀lELDWORK฀WAS฀FORESHORTENED฀
BY฀ RAIN฀BEFORE฀ THE฀ LIVE฀MUSIC฀ COULD฀BEGIN�฀ )N฀ A฀ VILLAGE฀MEETING฀HELD฀
A฀WEEK฀ AFTER฀ THAT฀ FESTIVAL�฀ A฀ SUMMARY฀OF฀ THE฀ EVENT฀WAS฀PRESENTED฀BY฀
THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF�฀ !LL฀ PROCEEDS฀ AND฀ EXPENDITURES฀ WERE฀ ITEMIZED฀ AND฀
READ฀ TO฀ THE฀ MEETING�฀ 2EACHING฀ THE฀ EXPENDITURES฀ FOR฀ THE฀ LIVE฀ MUSIC�฀
THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ COMMENTED฀ RUEFULLY�฀ h)T฀WAS฀ SHAPING฀UP฀ TO฀BE฀ FUN�฀
WASN�T฀ IT�v฀ 4URNING฀ TO฀ ME�฀ HE฀ OFFERED฀ THE฀ EXTRA�฀ SOMEWHAT฀ BITTER฀
OBSERVATION�฀ h/UR฀ VILLAGE฀ HAS฀ A฀ FESTIVAL�฀ AND฀ IT฀ RAINS�v฀ 4HERE฀ WAS฀ A฀
STRONG฀ AIR฀ OF฀ DISAPPOINTMENT�฀ EVEN฀ FAILURE�

7HILE฀ THE฀ RAIN฀ AND฀ THE฀ LIMITED฀ FESTIVAL฀ PROCEEDS฀ LED฀ SOME฀
PARTICIPANTS�฀ SUCH฀ AS฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF�฀ TO฀ VIEW฀ THE฀ FESTIVAL฀ AS฀ QUITE฀
UNSUCCESSFUL�฀ THE฀ ORGANIZATION�฀ DONATION�฀ AND฀ COOPERATION฀ WHICH฀
MARKED฀ THIS฀ PROCESS฀ COULD฀ BE฀ COUNTED฀ AS฀ A฀ SUCCESS�฀ $URING฀ THE฀
PREPARATIONS฀FOR฀THE฀FESTIVAL�฀SI�AA฀SÕL฀A�฀�SACRIlCE	�฀S฀�AAM�AKHI|I฀�SOLIDARITY	�฀
AND฀ NÕM฀ KAN฀ �TOGETHER	฀ WERE฀ NOT฀ ONLY฀ EXTOLLED฀ BUT฀ ENACTED�฀ 4HE฀
VOLUNTARY฀ LABOUR�฀ CONTRIBUTIONS�฀ AND฀ COLLECTIVE฀ WILL฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀
COOPERATION฀ HAD฀ ACHIEVED฀ THEIR฀ AIMS฀ OF฀ HOLDING฀ A฀ FESTIVAL฀ AND฀ FAIR฀
�฀ THE฀ MUSICIANS฀ WERE฀ EVENTUALLY฀ HIRED�฀ EVEN฀ IF฀ THE฀ RAIN฀ DID฀ INHIBIT฀
THEIR฀ ACTUAL฀ PERFORMANCE�฀

-ANY฀STATE฀AND฀DEVELOPMENT฀INTERVENTIONS฀MEET฀WITH฀LESS฀SUCCESS�฀
ESPECIALLY฀ THOSE฀ THAT฀ ASSUME฀ OR฀ REQUIRE฀ COOPERATIVE฀ BEHAVIOUR฀ AND฀
DONATION฀ ON฀ A฀ hVILLAGEv฀ BASIS�฀ 4HOSE฀ STRUGGLING฀ TO฀ IMPLEMENT฀ THE฀
STATE฀ VILLAGE฀ FORMATION฀ PROJECTS฀ AT฀ TIMES฀ EXPLICITLY฀ ARTICULATED฀ THE฀
DISCREPANCY฀ BETWEEN฀ THE฀ STATE฀ AND฀ RELIGIOUS฀ VILLAGE�฀ !T฀ ANOTHER฀
VILLAGE฀ MEETING฀ FOLLOWING฀ THE฀ FESTIVAL�฀ WHILE฀ ATTEMPTING฀ TO฀ PERSUADE฀
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VILLAGERS฀ TO฀ DONATE฀ MONEY฀ REQUIRED฀ BY฀ THE฀ DISTRICT฀ FOR฀ YET฀ ANOTHER฀
DISTRICT฀ FESTIVAL�฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀PLEADED�฀ h,ET�S฀WORK฀ TOGETHER฀ AS฀WE฀
ALWAYS฀ HAVE�฀ EVERYBODY฀ HELP฀ TOGETHER฀ LIKE฀ BEFORE�฀ IN฀ OUR฀ FESTIVAL�v฀
4HE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ MADE฀ A฀ DIRECT฀ PLEA฀ FOR฀ THE฀ hVILLAGEv฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀
FAIR฀ TO฀ ACT฀ SIMILARLY฀ AS฀ A฀ hVILLAGEv฀ IN฀ RESPONSE฀ TO฀ THE฀ STATE�฀-OERMAN฀
�����	฀NOTES฀A฀SIMILAR฀EVENT฀IN฀A฀.ORTHERN฀4HAI฀,UE฀VILLAGE�฀WHERE฀A฀
DISTRICT฀OFlCIAL฀EXHORTED฀VILLAGERS฀TO฀COOPERATE฀AND฀DONATE฀TOGETHER฀TO฀
BUILD฀A฀SCHOOL�฀USING฀THEIR฀COOPERATION฀AND฀DONATION฀TO฀THE฀TEMPLE฀AS฀
AN฀ EXAMPLE�฀ -OERMAN฀ NOTES฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ EXHORTATION฀ WAS฀ UNSUCCESSFUL�฀
WITH฀ THE฀ VILLAGERS฀ PREFERRING฀ TO฀ DEVOTE฀ THEIR฀ ENERGY฀ AND฀ RESOURCES฀
TO฀ UPGRADING฀ THE฀ TEMPLE฀ RATHER฀ THAN฀ THE฀ SCHOOL�฀ (E฀ LINKS฀ THIS฀ TO฀
THE฀ IDEA฀ OF฀ PERSONAL฀ hRECIPROCITYv฀ IN฀ DONATIONS฀ TO฀ THE฀ TEMPLE�฀ 3UCH฀
DONATIONS฀HAVE฀A฀STRONG฀PERSONAL�฀RATHER฀THAN฀VILLAGE
BASED�฀MOTIVATION�฀
4HERE฀ IS฀NO฀REASON฀TO฀ASSUME฀THAT฀ THESE฀MOTIVATIONS฀WOULD฀APPLY฀TO฀
OTHER฀VILLAGE฀FORMATION฀PROJECTS�฀SUCH฀AS฀STATE฀DEMANDS฀FOR฀VOLUNTARY฀
LABOUR฀AND฀DONATIONS฀FOR฀BUILDING฀A฀SCHOOL�฀)NSTANCES฀OF฀VILLAGE
WIDE฀
COOPERATION�฀ THEN�฀ MUST฀ NOT฀ BE฀ SEEN฀ AS฀ hGENERALIZEDv�฀ AS฀ )RESON฀ SAW฀
THEM฀ AS฀ PART฀ OF฀ THE฀ PRIMORDIAL�฀ ETERNAL฀ VILLAGE�฀ 2ATHER�฀ INSTANCES฀ OF฀
VILLAGE
WIDE฀ COOPERATION฀ MUST฀ BE฀ SEEN฀ AS฀ SPECIlC฀ VILLAGE
FORMATION฀
PROCESSES�฀ CONTINGENT฀ ON฀ THE฀ CONTEXT฀ AND฀ THE฀ MOTIVATIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀
PARTICIPANTS�฀

!ND฀ SO�฀ WITH฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF฀ PLEADING฀ FOR฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ RESIDENTS฀ TO฀
COOPERATE฀ IN฀ RESPONSE฀ TO฀ THE฀ STATE฀ AS฀ THEY฀ DO฀ FOR฀ RELIGION�฀ WE฀ COME฀
AGAIN฀TO฀THE฀VILLAGE฀AS฀THE฀CONTEMPORARY฀STATE�S฀hIMPLEMENTING฀UNITv�฀
)N฀ RECENT฀ MOVES฀ TOWARDS฀ DECENTRALIZATION฀ AND฀ PARTICIPATION�฀ RURAL฀
RESIDENTS฀ ARE฀ INCREASINGLY฀ REQUIRED฀ TO฀ DONATE฀ AND฀ VOLUNTEER฀ IN฀ STATE฀
PROJECTS�฀4HIS฀ IS฀ AN฀ APPROACH฀ TO฀ THE฀ RURAL฀ WHICH฀ DISPLAYS฀ ROOTS฀ IN฀ A฀
HISTORY฀OF฀CORV£E฀REQUIREMENTS�฀ THOUGH฀TODAY฀THESE฀REQUIREMENTS฀ARE฀
COUCHED฀ IN฀ TERMS฀OF฀ hPEOPLE�S฀ FUNDSv฀ AND฀hSOLIDARITYv�฀ )N฀ SUCH฀ STATE

SPONSORED฀EVENTS�฀THE฀VILLAGE฀IS฀CALLED฀INTO฀BEING�฀BUT฀ IT฀EMERGES฀AS฀A฀
SITE฀ OF฀ STRUGGLE�฀ )T฀ IS฀ CLEAR�฀ THEN�฀ THAT฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ IS฀ NOT฀ A฀ PRIMORDIAL฀
SURVIVAL฀ THAT฀ EXISTS฀ IN฀ ISOLATION฀ FROM฀OR฀ IN฀ SPITE฀OF฀ THE฀ STATE�฀2ATHER�฀
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IT฀ IS฀ A฀PROCESS฀ CONSTANTLY฀UNDER฀ FORMATION฀ AND฀ CALLED฀ INTO฀ ACTION฀BY฀
THE฀EVERYDAY฀USES฀OF฀THE฀CONCEPT�฀)N฀THE฀AMBIGUOUS฀hCOMMON฀SENSEv฀
PERTAINING฀TO฀RURAL฀,AOS�฀THE฀CONCEPT฀OF฀VILLAGE฀IS฀PART฀OF฀THE฀VARIABLE฀
NOTIONS฀OF฀WHAT฀THE฀COUNTRYSIDE฀AND฀ITS฀INHABITANTS฀COULD฀AND฀SHOULD฀
BE�฀ 3OME฀ OF฀ THE฀ VISIONS฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀ THAT฀ CIRCULATE฀ EMPHASIZE฀ THAT฀ IT฀
SHOULD฀BE฀A฀COOPERATIVE฀UNIT�฀CHARACTERIZED฀BY฀hSOLIDARITYv�฀"UT฀THESE฀
ARE฀ ONLY฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THE฀ NOTIONS฀ THAT฀ CIRCULATE�฀ OTHER฀ VIEWS฀ OF฀ VILLAGE฀
INCLUDE฀ THAT฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ A฀ GROUP฀ OF฀ DISPARATE฀ PERSONS฀ WHO฀ ARE฀
RELUCTANT฀TO฀WORK฀TOGETHER�฀$EVELOPMENT฀AND฀STATE฀INTERVENTIONS฀THAT฀
ASSUME฀OR฀DEMAND฀THE฀VILLAGE฀TO฀BE฀A฀UNIT฀OF฀SOLIDARITY฀ARE฀ASSUMING฀
OR฀DEMANDING฀ THAT฀ONE฀ IDEAL฀BECOME฀AN฀ACTUALITY�฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ COMPLEX฀
AMBIGUOUS฀PROCESS฀BE฀A฀lXED฀AND฀ SINGULAR฀ ESSENCE�฀(AVING฀ FOLLOWED฀
CASES฀OF฀ACTUAL฀hVILLAGE฀FORMATION฀PROJECTSv�฀FROM฀THE฀SCHOOL฀REPAIR฀TO฀
THE฀ VILLAGE฀ FAIR�฀ IT฀ IS฀ EVIDENT฀ THAT฀ SOLIDARITY฀ IN฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CANNOT฀ BE฀
ASSUMED�฀!S฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀FEW฀TOOLS฀AVAILABLE฀FOR฀RALLYING฀CONTRIBUTIONS�฀
HOWEVER�฀ IT฀ IS฀ OFTEN฀ EXTOLLED�฀4HE฀ VILLAGE฀ AS฀ A฀ SOLIDARY฀ UNIT฀ EMERGES฀
NOT฀ AS฀ A฀ PRE
SUPPOSED฀ CHARACTERISTIC฀ OF฀ THE฀ ,AO฀ VILLAGE�฀ BUT฀ AS฀ A฀
CONTESTED฀ IDEAL�


฀ 4HE฀ RESEARCH฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ ARTICLE฀ WAS฀ CONDUCTED฀ IN฀ ����฀ AND฀ ����฀ IN฀ A฀ VILLAGE฀ IN฀
-UNLAPAMOK฀ $ISTRICT�฀ #HAMPASSAK฀ 0ROVINCE�฀ ,AOS�฀ )฀ WOULD฀ LIKE฀ TO฀ THANK฀ THE฀
VILLAGE฀ RESIDENTS�฀ THE฀ -INISTRY฀ OF฀ %DUCATION฀ OFlCIALS�฀ AND฀ THE฀ !USTRALIAN฀ .ATIONAL฀
5NIVERSITY�฀4HE฀0ROGRAM฀IN฀!GRARIAN฀3TUDIES�฀9ALE฀5NIVERSITY�฀PROVIDED฀AN฀EXCELLENT฀
ENVIRONMENT฀ FOR฀ WRITING฀ AND฀ REVISIONS�฀ 4HIS฀ ARTICLE฀ HAS฀ ALSO฀ BENElTED฀ FROM฀ THE฀
INSIGHTFUL฀ COMMENTS฀ OF฀ THE฀ REVIEWERS�฀WHOM฀ )฀ THANK฀ FOR฀ THEIR฀ OBSERVATIONS�

��฀ )T฀ IS฀ SIGNIlCANT฀ THAT฀ THIS฀ lELDWORK฀ WAS฀ CONDUCTED฀ IN฀ THE฀ SOUTH฀ OF฀ ,AOS�฀ IN฀
A฀ REGION฀ INHABITED฀ PREDOMINANTLY฀ BY฀ ETHNIC฀ ,AO�฀ AND฀ IN฀ A฀ SETTLEMENT฀ ON฀ AN฀
ISLAND฀IN฀THE฀-EKONG฀2IVER�฀)N฀THIS฀SENSE�฀THE฀lNDINGS฀PRESENTED฀HERE฀WILL฀HAVE฀
MORE฀ IN฀ COMMON฀ WITH฀ lNDINGS฀ IN฀ OTHER฀ 4AI฀ SETTLEMENTS฀ �INCLUDING฀ THOSE฀ IN฀
4HAILAND฀ AND฀ "URMA	฀ THAN฀ WITH฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ FORMATIONS฀ PREDOMINANT฀
IN฀ THE฀HIGHLANDS฀ OF฀,AOS฀ AMONG฀OTHER฀ ETHNIC฀ GROUPS�

��฀ &OR฀ A฀ COMPREHENSIVE฀ ACCOUNT฀ OF฀ DECENTRALIZATION฀ IN฀ ,AOS�฀ THE฀ 5.$0
FUNDED฀
'OVERNANCE฀AND฀0UBLIC฀!DMINISTRATION฀2EFORM฀0ROJECT฀�'0!2฀����	฀PROVIDES฀
A฀ SUMMARY�
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��฀ 4HESE฀COMMENTS฀REmECT฀THE฀FACT฀ THAT฀THE฀POSITIONS฀OF฀VILLAGE฀CHIEF�฀AND฀INDEED฀
EVERY฀ OTHER฀ VILLAGE฀ ADMINISTRATIVE฀ POSITION�฀ ARE฀ NOT฀ DESIRED฀ POSITIONS�฀ 7HEN฀฀
THE฀ SEARCH฀ WAS฀ ON฀ FOR฀ A฀ NEW฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF�฀ ONE฀ WOMAN฀ COMMENTED�฀ h0EOPLE฀
DON�T฀ WANT฀ TO฀ BE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEF�฀ THEY฀ ARE฀ TOO฀ LAZY฀ FOR฀ ALL฀ THE฀ TRAVEL฀ INVOLVED�฀฀
4HE฀ SALARY฀ IS฀ LOW฀ AND฀ THE฀ WORK฀ IS฀ A฀ LOT�฀ .O฀ ONE฀ WANTS฀ TO฀ BE฀ THE฀ BOSS฀ OF฀฀
THEIR฀ FRIENDS฀�฀IF฀YOU฀ARE�฀YOUR฀ FRIENDS฀WILL฀DISLIKE฀YOU�v฀-OERMAN฀HAS฀NOTED฀
A฀ SIMILAR฀ RELUCTANCE฀ TO฀ SERVE฀ AMONG฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀ CHIEFS฀ IN฀ A฀ 4HAI฀ ,UE฀ VILLAGE�฀
-OERMAN฀ WRITES�฀ hALL฀ AGREE฀ THAT฀ THE฀ OFlCE฀ IS฀ AN฀ UNPLEASANT฀ ONE฀ WHICH฀ IS฀ BEST฀
TO฀ AVOIDv฀ ������฀ P�฀ ���	�฀ 3IMILAR฀ TO฀ THE฀ PERCEPTIONS฀ OF฀ CHIEFTAINSHIP฀ WHICH฀
-OERMAN฀ DESCRIBES�฀ THE฀ CHIEFS฀ IN฀ $ N฀ +HI�AW฀ COMPLAINED฀ BITTERLY฀ OF฀ THE฀
DIFlCULTIES฀ OF฀ OFlCE�฀ WHICH฀ WAS฀ SEEN฀ AS฀ TIME
CONSUMING�฀ DIFlCULT�฀ AND฀ LARGELY฀
UNREWARDING�฀!CCOUNTS฀FROM฀TRAVELLERS฀DURING฀THE฀PERIOD฀OF฀&RENCH฀COLONIZATION฀
ALSO฀ SUGGEST฀ THE฀ PRECARIOUSNESS฀ AND฀ DIFlCULTIES฀ OF฀ LEADERSHIP฀ IN฀ THE฀ VILLAGE�฀ !฀
TRAVELLER฀WROTE฀ OF฀ A฀ VILLAGE฀ THAT�฀

฀ $EN฀0ASSA฀WILL฀ ALWAYS฀BE฀ REMEMBERED฀BY฀ THE฀ TITLE฀OF฀ h5PROAR฀#AMPv฀ THAT฀WE฀
GAVE฀ TO฀ IT�฀ 4HE฀ REASON฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ APPELLATION฀ WAS฀ THAT฀ EVERYONE฀ IN฀ THE฀ VILLAGE฀
HAD฀ A฀ HAND฀ AND฀ A฀ VOICE฀ IN฀ ITS฀ GOVERNMENT�฀ AND฀ AS฀ A฀ RESULT฀ NOTHING฀ WAS฀ EVER฀
ACCOMPLISHED�฀ 4HERE฀ WAS฀ A฀ CHIEF�฀ BUT฀ HIS฀ POWER฀ WAS฀ NEGATIVE�฀ AND฀ THE฀ MORE฀
HE฀ YELLED฀ AT฀ HIS฀ MEN฀ THE฀ MORE฀ THEY฀ ANSWERED฀ BACK�฀ 4HE฀ RESULT฀ WAS฀ THAT฀ THE฀
PIROQUE฀MEN฀THAT฀HE฀HAD฀PROMISED฀US฀FOR฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀DAY฀ARRIVED฀BUT฀REFUSED฀
TO฀ WORK�฀4HE฀ CHIEF฀ THEN฀ TURNED฀ SULLEN฀ AND฀ ATTEMPTED฀ TO฀ PLACE฀ THE฀ BLAME฀ FOR฀
THEIR฀ REFUSAL฀ ON฀ THE฀ GOVERNMENTAL฀ ORDER฀ FOR฀ BOATS฀ AND฀ MEN฀ THAT฀ WE฀ CARRIED�฀
"ETWEEN฀ SQUIRTS฀ OF฀ BETEL฀ NUT฀ JUICE฀ HE฀ CLAIMED฀ THAT฀ THE฀ ORDER฀ WAS฀ NOT฀ VALID�฀
THAT฀ HE฀HAD฀NO฀BOATS฀ �,EGENDRE฀ �����฀ P�฀ ���	�

"AKER�฀#�฀h!FTERWORD�฀!UTONOMY�S฀-EANINGSv�฀)N฀2ECALLING฀,OCAL฀0ASTS�฀!UTONOMOUS฀
(ISTORY฀ IN฀3OUTHEAST฀!SIA�฀EDITED฀BY฀3UNAIT฀#HITINTARANOND฀AND฀#HRIS฀"AKER�
"ANGKOK฀ AND฀#HIANG฀-AI�฀ 3ILKWORM฀"OOKS�฀ �����

"REMAN�฀ *�฀ 4HE฀ 3HATTERED฀ )MAGE�฀ #ONSTRUCTION฀ AND฀ $ECONSTRUCTION฀ OF฀ THE฀6ILLAGE฀ IN฀
#OLONIAL฀ *AVA�฀$ORDRECHT�฀(OLLAND�฀&ORIS฀0UBLICATIONS�฀ �����

%VANS�฀'�฀,AO฀0EASANTS฀UNDER฀3OCIALISM�฀.EW฀(AVEN฀AND฀,ONDON�฀9ALE฀5NIVERSITY฀
0RESS�฀ �����

฀�฀ !฀ 3HORT฀ (ISTORY฀ OF฀ ,AOS�฀4HE฀ ,AND฀ IN฀ "ETWEEN�฀ #HIANG฀ -AI�฀ 3ILKWORM฀
"OOKS�฀ �����

'ARNIER�฀ &RANCIS�฀ 4RAVELS฀ IN฀ #AMBODIA฀ AND฀ 0ART฀ OF฀ ,AOS�฀ -EKONG฀ %XPLORATION฀
#OMMISSION฀2EPORT฀�����n����	฀�฀6OLUME฀��฀4RANSLATED฀BY฀7ALTER฀%�*�฀4IPS�฀
"ANGKOK�฀7HITE฀,OTUS�฀ �����
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'OVERNANCE฀ AND฀ 0UBLIC฀ !DMINISTRATION฀ 2EFORM฀ 0ROJECT฀ �'0!2	�฀ $ETAILED฀
$ECENTRALIZATION฀2EPORT�฀!SSESSMENT฀OF฀#URRENT฀$ECENTRALIZATION฀AND฀6ISION�฀-ODEL฀
AND฀ 3TRATEGIC฀ 0LAN฀ FOR฀ &UTURE฀ $ECENTRALIZATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ ,AO฀ 0$2฀ 'OVERNMENT฀
3YSTEM�฀6IENTIANE�฀5NITED฀.ATIONS฀$EVELOPMENT฀0ROGRAM�฀�����

'UNN�฀ '�฀ 2EBELLION฀ IN฀ ,AOS�฀ 0EASANT฀ 0OLITICS฀ IN฀ A฀ #OLONIAL฀ "ACKWATER�฀ "OULDER�
7ESTVIEW฀0RESS�฀ �����

)RESON�฀7�2�฀h0EASANT฀&ARMERS฀AND฀#OMMUNITY฀.ORMS�฀!GRICULTURE฀,ABOUR฀%XCHANGE฀
IN฀,AOSv�฀0EASANT฀ 3TUDIES฀ ���฀ NO�฀ �฀ ฀ �����	�฀ ��n���

฀�฀ h6ILLAGE฀ )RRIGATION฀ IN฀ ,AOS�฀4RADITIONAL฀ 0ATTERNS฀ OF฀ #OMMON฀ 0ROPERTY฀
2ESOURCE฀-ANAGEMENTv�฀ 3OCIETY฀ AND฀.ATURAL฀2ESOURCES฀ �฀ �����	�฀ ���n���

฀�฀ h)NVISIBLE฀7ALLS�฀6ILLAGE฀ )DENTITY฀ AND฀ THE฀-AINTENANCE฀OF฀#OOPERATION฀
IN฀,AOSv�฀ *OURNAL฀ OF฀ 3OUTHEAST฀!SIAN฀ 3TUDIES฀ ���฀ NO�฀ �฀ �����	�฀ ���n���

+AUFMAN�฀ (�+�฀ 6ILLAGE฀ ,IFE฀ IN฀ 6IENTIANE฀ 0ROVINCE฀ �����n����	�฀ 7ALTHAM�฀ -!�฀
$EPARTMENT฀ OF฀!NTHROPOLOGY�฀"RANDEIS฀5NIVERSITY�฀ �����

+EMP�฀*�฀3EDUCTIVE฀-IRAGE�฀4HE฀3EARCH฀FOR฀THE฀6ILLAGE฀#OMMUNITY฀IN฀3OUTHEAST฀!SIA�฀
$ORDRECHT�฀ &ORIS฀0UBLICATIONS�฀ �����

฀�฀ h)NTRODUCTIONv�฀ 3/*/52.�฀ 3OCIAL฀ )SSUES฀ IN฀ 3OUTHEAST฀ !SIA฀ �฀ NO�฀ �฀
�����	�฀ �n��

฀�฀h0ROCESSES฀OF฀+INSHIP฀AND฀#OMMUNITY฀IN฀.ORTH
#ENTRAL฀4HAILANDv�฀)N฀
#OGNATION฀ AND฀ 3OCIAL฀ /RGANIZATION฀ IN฀ 3OUTHEAST฀ !SIA�฀ BY฀ &RANS฀ (USKEN฀ AND฀
*EREMY฀+EMP�฀PP�฀ ��n����฀,EIDEN�฀+)4,6฀0RESS�฀ �����

,EGENDRE�฀3IDNEY฀*�฀,AND฀OF฀THE฀7HITE฀0ARASOL฀AND฀THE฀-ILLION฀%LEPHANTS�฀!฀*OURNEY฀
THROUGH฀ THE฀ *UNGLES฀ OF฀ )NDO
#HINA�฀ ,ONDON�฀2ICH฀ AND฀#OWAN�฀ �����

,0$2฀�,AO฀0EOPLE�S฀$EMOCRATIC฀2EPUBLIC	�฀h0RIORITY฀!REAS฀FOR฀'OVERNANCE฀2EFORM�฀
0UBLIC฀3ERVICE฀)MPROVEMENTS�฀0EOPLE�S฀0ARTICIPATION�฀2ULE฀OF฀,AW�฀AND฀3OUND฀
&INANCIAL฀-ANAGEMENT�฀!฀0OLICY฀0APER฀OF฀ THE฀'OVERNMENT฀OF฀,AO฀0$2฀ON฀
'OVERNANCE฀ )SSUESv�฀6IENTIANE�฀ �����

-OERMAN�฀ -�฀ h!฀4HAI฀ 6ILLAGE฀ (EADMAN฀ AS฀ A฀ 3YNAPTIC฀ ,EADERv�฀ *OURNAL฀ OF฀ !SIAN฀
3TUDIES฀ ���฀ NO�฀ �฀ �����	�฀ ���n���

/MI�฀-��฀ AND฀(�฀7INANT�฀2ACIAL฀&ORMATION฀ IN฀ THE฀5NITED฀ 3TATES�฀ &ROM฀ THE฀ ����S฀
TO฀ THE฀ ����S�฀.EW฀9ORK�฀2OUTLEDGE�฀ �����

0AVIE�฀!�฀4HE฀0AVIE฀-ISSION฀)NDOCHINA฀0APERS฀����n����฀�฀6OLUME฀��฀0AVIE฀-ISSION฀
%XPLORATION฀7ORK�฀ ,AOS�฀ #AMBODIA�฀ 3IAM�฀ 9UNNAN�฀ AND฀ 6IETNAM�฀ 4RANSLATED฀
BY฀7ALTER฀%�*�฀4IPS�฀"ANGKOK�฀7HITE฀,OTUS�฀ �����฀

0HOMVIHAN�฀+�฀h!DDRESS฀ON฀��฀!PRIL฀/PENING฀#EREMONY฀OF฀&IRST฀.ATIONAL฀#ONGRESS฀
OF฀ !GRICULTURAL฀ #OOPERATIVES฀ IN฀ 6IENTIANEv�฀ �����฀ "RITISH฀ "ROADCASTING฀
#OMMISSION฀ �""#	฀3UMMARY฀ OF฀7ORLD฀"ROADCASTS�฀ 0ART฀4HREE฀&AR฀%AST�

0REMCHIT�฀3OMMAI�฀AND฀!�฀$OR£�฀4HE฀,AN฀.A฀4WELVE
MONTHS฀4RADITIONS�฀#HIANG฀-AI�฀
#HIANG฀-AI฀5NIVERSITY�฀&ACULTY฀OF฀3OCIAL฀3CIENCE�฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀3OCIOLOGY฀
AND฀!NTHROPOLGY�฀ �����
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2IBOT�฀ *�#�฀ h$ECENTRALISATION�฀ 0ARTICIPATION฀ AND฀ !CCOUNTABILITY฀ IN฀ THE฀ 3AHELIAN฀
&ORESTRY�฀ ,EGAL฀ )NSTRUMENTS฀ OF฀ 0OLITICAL
!DMINISTRATIVE฀ #ONTROLv�฀ !FRICA฀ ���฀
NO�฀ �฀ �����	�฀ ��n���

2IGG�฀ *�฀ h2EDElNING฀ THE฀ 6ILLAGE฀ AND฀ 2URAL฀ ,IFE�฀ ,ESSONS฀ FROM฀ 3OUTH฀ %AST฀ !SIAv�฀
'EOGRAPHIC฀ *OURNAL฀ ����฀ NO�฀ �฀ �����	�฀ ���n���

3COTT�฀*�#�฀4HE฀-ORAL฀%CONOMY฀OF฀THE฀0EASANT�฀2EBELLION฀AND฀3UBSISTENCE฀IN฀3OUTHEAST฀
!SIA�฀.EW฀(AVEN฀ AND฀,ONDON�฀9ALE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �����

3TUART
&OX�฀ -�฀ "UDDHIST฀ +INGDOM฀ -ARXIST฀ 3TATE�฀ 4HE฀ -AKING฀ OF฀ -ODERN฀ ,AOS�฀
"ANGKOK�฀7HITE฀,OTUS�฀ �����

฀�฀!฀(ISTORY฀ OF฀ ,AOS�฀#AMBRIDGE�฀#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �����
3TUART
&OX�฀ -��฀ AND฀ -�฀ +OOYMAN�฀ (ISTORICAL฀ $ICTIONARY฀ OF฀ ,AOS�฀ -ETUCHEN�฀ .*�฀

3CARECROW฀0RESS�฀ �����
4AMBIAH�฀ 3�*�฀ "UDDHISM฀ AND฀ THE฀ 3PIRIT฀ #ULTS฀ IN฀ .ORTH
%AST฀4HAILAND�฀ #AMBRIDGE�฀

#AMBRIDGE฀5NIVERSITY฀0RESS�฀ �����
4RANKELL�฀ )�
"�฀/N฀THE฀2OAD฀IN฀,AOS�฀!N฀!NTHROPOLOGICAL฀3TUDY฀OF฀2OAD฀#ONSTRUCTION฀

AND฀2URAL฀#OMMUNITIES�฀5PPSALA฀2ESEARCH฀2EPORTS฀IN฀#ULTURAL฀!NTHROPOLOGY฀
NO�฀���฀5PPSALA�฀5PPSALA฀5NIVERSITY�฀$EPARTMENT฀OF฀#ULTURAL฀!NTHROPOLOGY�฀
�����

5NITED฀ .ATIONS฀ $EVELOPMENT฀ 0ROGRAM฀ �5.$0	�฀ .ATIONAL฀ (UMAN฀ $EVELOPMENT฀
2EPORT�฀ ,AO฀0$2�฀!DVANCING฀2URAL฀$EVELOPMENT�฀6IENTIANE�฀5.$0�฀�����

6ORAKHOUN�฀ 0�฀ h.EW฀ 'OVERNMENT฀ -EASURES฀ !GAINST฀ 0OVERTYv�฀ 6IENTIANE฀4IMES฀ ��฀
NO�฀ ��฀ ���n��฀ *UNE฀����	�฀ ��

7OLF�฀ %�฀ h4YPES฀ OF฀ ,ATIN฀ !MERICAN฀ 0EASANTRYv�฀ !MERICAN฀ !NTHROPOLOGIST฀ ��฀ �*UNE฀
����	�฀ ���n���
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