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The electoral campaign is still going on with more and more crowds
being drawn to the political rallies which have remained so far
very peaceful. The elections will take place as scheduled and there
is another encouraging sign with the arrival of the International
Polling Station Observers (IPSO’s).
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Yes, more than 950 IPSO’s from 43 countries have started arriving
in Cambodia yesterday (Sunday 16 May) to observe the elections.

Some have already been IPSO’s in other countries such as Namibia
where the UN has organised general elections in 1989.
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But there are still some pockets of violence around the country.
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During the night of 15 to 16 May, NADK forces fired a few rounds of
artillery that landed in the vicinity of Siem Reap airport. There
were also some fighhting reported in Angkor Chum District, in the
Siem Reap province between the CPAF and NADK forces.—jﬁl L o O
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______ _ =e % - L. Let us also mention
that in Kompong Speu, a Jgrenade was thrown at the Bulgarian
coumpound around 2.00 pm last saturday (15 May). Nobody was
injured.
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The 20 political parties contesting the May 23-27 elections are
still on the electoral campaign trail. Last friday (14 May), Mr.

SON SANN adressed a crowd of 2,000 BLDP supporters in Kompong Thom
Province.
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The following day, Saturday, Mr. IN TAM was also busy in Kandal
Province with his Democratic Party supporters, while the Molinaka
Party had gathered 4,000 people in Phnom Penh.
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Funcinpec sympathisers numbered 2,000 in Phnom Pehn, also on
‘Saturday, in a rally held around Wat Phnom. But the Ilargest
gathering for this weekened was the CPP Kompong Cham gathering
which attracted an estimated 7,000 people in Srey Santhor District.
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So far, all the rallies have been peaceful and UNTAC and the

Cambodian people are confident that the elections will take place
as scheduled.
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Yes, and there is another encouraging sign with the arrival of the
Internatlonal Polling Station Observers (IPSO’ s) Mdre than 950
IPSO’s from 43 countries have started arriving in Cambodia
yesterday (Sunday 16 May) to observe the elections. Some have
already been IPSO’s in other countries such as Namibia where the UN
has organised general elections in 1989.
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Following three days of training in Jomtien (Thailand), the IPSO’s
will be dispached throughout Cambodia. The UNTAC Chief, Mr. Yasushi
AKASHI, together with UNTAC Force Commander, General SANDERSON and
UNTAC Chief Electoral Officer, Mr. Reginald AUSTIN met with them on
saturday Jomtien to express their appreciation for their
participation to this crucial phase of the peace process in
Cambodia.
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But there had been some incidents over the weekend.
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During the night of 15 to 16 May, NADK forces fired a few rounds of
artillery that landed in the vicinity of Siem Reap airport. Two
shells exploded near the airport runway causing minimal damage, not
affecting its normal purpose.
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There were also some fighhting reported in Angkor Chum District, in

the Siem Reap province between. the CPAF and NADK forces.
The situation now appears to be back to normal.
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Let us also mention that in Kompong Speu, a grenade was thrown at

the Bulgarian coumpound around 2.00 pm last saturday (15 May).
Nobody was injured.
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Well, it is heartening to know that the peace process is gaining

‘more and more sympathisers all over the country. Several hundreds
Cambodians from all walks of life are marching for the DHAMMA YATRA
manifestation which left Siem Reap at the beginning of May and
which is scheduled to reach Phnom Pehn on May 22.
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The 380 walkers passed the most difficult part of their journey -
from Siem Reap to Kompong Thom- without any problems. Hundreds of
villagers greeted them along the way offering food and water as
well as shelter for the night.
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It is reported that on May 11, 4,000 people greeted the DHAMMA

'~ YATRA participants in Kompong Thom with chants and prayers. When
the walkers left the following day, there were 5,000 to 7,000
people reportedly lining the roads to greet them.
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The rallying cry of the population was simply: "May we have peace
from this day onwards".
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The following day, Saturday, Mr. IN TAM was also busy in Kandal
Province with his Democratic Party supporters, while the Molinaka
Party had gathered 4,000 people in Phnom Penh.
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Funcinpec sympathlsers ' numbered 2 000 in Phnom Pehn Jaks
Saturday, 1in -a. rally held ‘around Wat Phnom. But the larges
: gatherlng for this weekened ‘was .. the CPP: Kompong Cham: gatherin
which attracted an est:;mated T 000 people in Srey Santhor Dlstrlct
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So far, all the rallies have been peaceful and UNTAC and the
Cambodian people are confident that the elections will take place
as scheduled.
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Yes, and there is another encouraging sign with the arrival of the
International Polling Station Observers (IPSO’s). More than 950
IPSO’s from 43 countries have started arriving in Cambodia
yesterday (Sunday 16 May) to observe the elections. Some have
already been IPSO’s in other countries such as Namibia where the UN
has organised general elections in 1989.
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Following three days of tralnlng in Jomtien {(Thailand), the IPSO’s
will be dispached throughout Cambodia. The UNTAC Chief, Mr. Yasushi
'AKASHI, together with UNTAC Force Commander, General SANDERSON and
UNTAc“Chief;Electoral Officer, Mr. Reginald AUSTIN met with then on
saturday = Jomtien to express their appreciation for their
part1c1pat10n to this crucial phase of the peace process in

-Cambodia. |
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But there had been some incidents over the weekend.
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During the night of 15 to 16 May, NADK forces fired a few rounds of
artillery that landed in the vicinity of Siem Reap airport. Two
shells exploded near the airport runway causing minimal damage, not
affecting its normal purpose.
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There were also some fighhting reported in Angkor Chum District, in
the Siem Reap province between the CPAF and NADK forces.

The situation now appears to be back to normal.
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Let us also mention that in Kompong Speu, a grenade was thrown at
the Bulgarian coumpound around 2.00 pm last saturday (15 May).
Nobody was injured.
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Well, it is heartening to know that the peace process is gaining
more and more sympathisers all over the country. Several hundreds

manifestation which left Siem Reap at the beginning of May and
which is scheduled to reach Phnom Pehn on May 22.
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The 380 walkers passed the most difficult part of their journey -
from Siem Reap to Kompong Thom- without any problems. Hundreds of

villagers greeted them along the way offering food and water as
well as shelter for the night.
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It is reported that on May 11, 4,000 people greeted the DHAMMA
YATRA participants in Kompong Thom with chants and prayers. When
the walkers left the following day, there were 5,000 to 7,000
people reportedly lining the roads to greet them.
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The rallying cry of the population was simply: "May we have peace
from this day onwards".
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The 20 political parties contestlng the May 23-27 elections are
still on the electoral campaign trail. Last friday (14 May), Mr.

SON SANN adressed a crowd of 2 000 BLDP supporters in Kompong Thom
Province.
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