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% ANNOUNCER 1:
In few hours, UNTAC will announce the results of the Constituent
Assembly elections whic took place in Cambodia may 23-28,
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ANNOUNCER 2:

Obviously, in all the parties headquaters, as well as in thousands

of ?gmﬁzé gzzzyggiiis eageﬁiy waiting for this announcement. UNTAC
RAD ng you e partial result ive
from the UNTAC Electoral Counting offices. = BE Re Rensived tha
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A:ANNOUNCER I8 '
RADIO UNTAC met today with the Chief Electoral officer, Professor

Reginald Austin, whose electoral tea i
' ms worked tiredessl
these elections the success everyone around the word fétgaﬂiﬁg

about.
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ANNOUNCER 2
- Professor Austin told us first of all what he thought was his best
impression about these elections. ;
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‘SOUNDBITE AUSTIN:

I think the most 1mportant 1mpre551on of the election- which is
- part of the process of making peace itself-, is the enormous
enthousiasm of the people to actually vote, to reglster as they did
before, because they believed this is an instrument of making
peace. You saw it at the time of registration when. many people
came~ more than we expected-, and we have seen it again now for
the voting when the people have turned up in enormous numbers. And
they turned up in spite of many dreadful threats which were not
just empty threats because many people have been killed, many
houses have been burnt, and it has been a very a violent society
and it has been war, war and war. In spite of that, they believed
that this was something they had to do in order to achieve peace.
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ANNOUNCER 1: -

~ For the Chief Electoral Officer, there was an extra dimension to
the voting process. People he said, did not just. vote for a part
they also engaged in what he called an "“act of hlstorllré
importance".

s

tr[(g)
G- - mwﬁegmﬁﬁﬁsﬁﬁsm bEIE §UE: tﬁmsﬁjmﬁ"lﬁ'lﬁﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ‘l
sgjmﬁsm BeNAIMT bIEEEEES mﬂﬁf:ﬂﬁj__ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁ‘] LﬁmﬁﬁLﬁmnFUSE
EILﬁ]&iFﬁl;ﬁ'lol;g]ﬁFLEfdl;ifdﬁnﬂTjﬁJBﬁ’I.GQ gﬁ:ﬁﬁmsgmgﬁﬁasuismgagsum

snmsuTie) {fiaminddaiadtaipifianiag 4
‘ |




PROGRAM # '

PRODUCER: AMADOU MOCTAR GUEYE

B’CAST: JUNE 1993

PAGE 7

SOUNDBITE AUSTIN: ;

+ I think we have seen in this action of the people in turning up in
~these very large numbers a very strange but very Speciffic

comitment of the ordinary cambodian people to the idea of democracy

= which they perhaps do not understand, they have never experienced

it before =, but they loved the idea and they have actually

comitted themselves to it. ‘
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ANNOQUNCER 2:

He hinted that a new Cambodian citizen was born in these elections,
"a citizen who has taken the lead into guiding the political
leadership to the path the people themselves choose to walk on.
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SOUNDBITE AUSTIN:

~What is very important is that it is a lead which

}f:he political leadership will take very seriously anodnillicipii ?225

tcr)lliL:c’)w the path tl’}e people have so clearly indicated. I think
at’s 1:.he most impressive thing about these elections: the

1eadersh}p of thfa people themselves in going down the pa;:h £

democratic elections and trying to get away from the pa:cti0

v1ol<_ance and conflict. I think they (the people) could not ha\ers

prov1ded.more clear indications, more clear guidance to their owe

leadership as to how the Cambodian people want the future to b 3

I hope they (the leaders) will follow it. °an
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ANNOUNCER 1:

" Of course, no one knows yet how the political 1eadership is going
to adapt to the new situation. But Professor Austin has a simple

message to all political leaders: Loosers and winners must learn to

live together.
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SOUNDBITE AUSTIN: . ' '

. Obviously, the way that the parties and particularly the powerful
parties react to the results is perhaps the most critical thing
now. Now that the people have provided the answer from their points
of view, it is very important to the whole history of Cambodia the
way the leadeship follows. I think there is room for hope even for
those parties which may loose a great deal... But I think that
those political leaders who have commiteed themselves to the
October 1991 Paris Agreements have understood that the real victory
in Cambodia will be the achievement of peace and even though they
may loose immediate power and prosperity perhaps, they will lead
Cambodia, if they follow this without contesting violently the
elections, on a course towards peace which will bring prosperity
for everyvody. They are leaders and they will find a place in the
society. ‘
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"ANNOUNCER 2:

*. The Paris Agreements were based entirely on the understanding that

old wounds, however painful, must be healed forever. Prof Austin’s
concern, as well as that of the international community is that the
Cambodlans must accept national reconciliation.
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SOUNDBITE AUSTIN: :

- “They must take that very seriously. The victors, the ones who win,
must also take it seriously: they must learn to accept to treat the
situation as tabula rasa, so they start from the beginning. There
must not be retribution, they must really try to forgive and say
r rye have been all of us perhaps guilty in the past but now we must
go forward’‘. Reconciliation is very important and I think if they
manage to do that there will then be peace. and proper‘ity.
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ANNOUNCER 2:
But there remains an unresolved question: that of the refusal of

the PDK to help in the peace process. Mr. Austin believes the PDK
may still have some strength but its leadership now clearly
understands that the political situation has changed in Cambodia.
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SOUNDBITE AUSTIN:

It may be that they (the Khmers Rouges) did not want to have an
ultimate confrontation with the United Nations, because they see it
perhaps as important for them to survive because they believe in
themselves as being great patriots. ...They may have understood
that there may be more political ways of finding a solution, a way
to play a part as the patriots= which they believe themselves to be
= in the future by not attacking at this stage. But of course, the
KR still have military power and that is still a very great danger.
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ANNOUNCER 1:

The Cheif Electoral Offlcer is of the view that the voters
themselves have answered the PDK. By voting in large numbers, the
voters are saying that there must a new way to conduct politics in

Cambodia.
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OUINDRITE AUSTIN:

he fact that peacnle have voted will aive +he KR a new kind of
litics which thev will have to deal with. and if we are hesina
rimietic. we can heliave thev (the KR) will trv to find a wav of
rkinag with the Cambodian neople in a nolitical manner rather than
a violent mannar.
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: : i i ity has
ﬁgNoggggﬁhzechoed the same message the international community

igni i ents.
been sending to the PDK since the signing of the'Pa;lseégégggodian
h t role there would be, if any, for the PDK 12 e O assire
Wgziety which has clearly rejected violence y tl
s

turnout at the polls?
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BITE AUSTIN:
ggfgnbrlngs us back to the difficult questlon of reconciliation. It
must be very difficult for many people in Cambodia to reconciale
themselves with that but they may have to make that very difficult
decision... I think there is no doubt the KR _retaln power; tl}e
question now is how would they use that power: will they use it in
a new way as as base for negotiation, _to start a new kind of
politics following the lead of the Cambodian people or will they go
back to the old methods? Of course we hope they would not. But they
(the KR) are a force that must be dealt with, preferably.by some
peaceful process as the people themselves have demanded in these
peaceful democratic elections.
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ANNOUNCER 2:
You have heard Professor Reginald Austin, the UNTAC Chief

Electoral Officer. And we end this program written by Amadou Moctar
Gueye. Bye, bye.
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