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Phnom Penh, 8 July 1993
To Director of UNTAC Radio

Objective: Please disseminate through your radio broadcasting a poem entitled “The Boundary of Our
Rights”

Signed
Seng Yan

The Boundary of Our Rights

1. The rights of freedom are priceless

Everybody wants them

They help increase awareness

Which makes us brave to incite each other’s thought.

2. The rights of freedom are the weapon

Ideal for those who know how to use them

But if one does not know them well

These rights would become a weapon of destruction.

3. Fathers and brothers, please help me think
I recall some advice here for you to think of
And to help the Khmers live in happiness
[You] need to use the rights that you have.

4. If you use your rights well, you will escape from sadness
People will admire you

Love and want to live with you

Because when they move around, they have nothing to worry of.

5. If one uses the rights without abusing others

As [he or she] understands their human rights

And the rights as human beings

[He or she] would find a way to live with them well.

6. One has the rights of cheering, laughing,
Screaming, and joy

But one also needs to be aware of

The rights of your neighbors.

7. [You] can cheer at a certain time period

But do not overuse your own rights

Against other people’s

[You] will create happiness among one another.

8. An action of turning on a loudspeaker loudly



Without considering others’ wellbeing
Due to an ill intention of showing off an expensive loudspeaker
This action will downgrade the owner as the one who does not know people’s rights.

9. The owner of the loudspeaker or the ceremony

[You] should be more considerate

About the times [you] should and should not voice the loudspeaker
To avoid curses given to you by other people.

10. There are rights of using the public roads

Which [you] need to know them well

If [you] has no driving license but insist to drive

[You] will encounter numerous difficulties when having an accident.

11. [You] will have physical injuries
Which can lead to disabilities or even death
[You] will also loss your properties

And fall into poverty.

12. Among those who walk, cycle, drive a motorbike
Ride a tricycle, and drive a car
[You] should be aware of the boundary of your rights
To avoid an unexpected death.

13. There are rights of farming animals for meat
But when [your] chicken, pigs and cattle
destroy other people’s paddy farms

[You] instead blame those farms’ owners.

14. By accusing them of being careless
And insulting them as a failure

But it is you who commit the mistake

Of verbally abusing other people’s rights.

15. Your animals do not know anything

But you should be more cautious

You should not abuse other people’s property so often
Every farmer wants profits from their crops.

16. Everyone wants profits

But we should also be considerate

By understanding the boundary of our own rights
And using them without shame.

17. There are rights of serving the country

But [he or she] should not use those rights illicitly
By overusing them and committing corruption
This will drive the country into poverty.



18. These rights are not good

As one wants to get rich fast while many others

Are watching

If one dares to become rich this way, [he or she] will get into troubles.

19. There are rights of entering the monkhood

Which can be an ideal bridge

Toward heavenly happiness called nirvana

These rights can generate a wide respect from many others.

20. There are rights of clearing [your] paddy fields

To make way for farming all types of crops or animals
People from everywhere will appreciate [your] actions
By giving you a great esteem.

21. There are rights of selling

All types of products

But if one does not conduct the business ethically
[He or she] will be reported to the police.

22. One should not use [his or her] rights beyond the boundary
By committing a dishonesty

Of faking the units of measurement for weight

This action should be stopped.

23. Actions of conducting a business without using any initial cash
Such as stealing other people’s money

Or killing without mercy

Are beyond the boundary of one’s rights.

24. Being aware of your own rights

By avoiding any abuses of others’

But if you do by causing pain and sorrow to them
[You] will be arrested one day.

25. There are rights of freedom of press

Which the corrupt people do not like them

Because [these rights] help to disclose all kind of information
Which make the public grateful due to their existence.

26. There are rights of identifying

Any irregular actions of corrupt people

[There are] also rights of giving advice to the country’s development
Which are ideal tools for happiness.

27. There are countless human rights
Which I have mentioned a few here
If I made any unintended mistakes
Please kindly forgive me.



