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VIDEO: 2017 Indonesia Political Update
Indonesia’s year of democratic setbacks: toward a new era of deepening
illiberalism?
Canberra 15 September 2017 | Speaker Prof Vedi Hadiz, University of Melbourne | Discussant
Tom Power, ANU
ABSTRACT Debates about Indonesian democracy have centred on whether institutional reforms
have significantly altered the balance between competing social forces. A contentious issue is
whether oligarchy still presides over Indonesian democracy, two decades following the fall of the
New Order. But it is difficult to deny that there have been conspicuous setbacks over the past year
in relation to Indonesian democracy’s capacity to protect social rights, including some of the more
vulnerable members of society. Analyses of Indonesian politics have become more sombre,
especially since the defeat of Basuki Purnama (Ahok) in the Jakarta gubernatorial race, through a
bitter contest that involved the mobilisation of Islamic identity in a series of mass demonstrations.
Some have now reverted to older fears about how radical Islam threatens to overwhelm Indonesian
democracy. Yet, we also see the resurgence of a conservative form of state nationalism,
reminiscent of the New Order. Are we entering a new era in which long-existing illiberal tendencies
become accentuated through nationalist as well as religious hyperbole, thus resulting in the further
relegation of rights to the evolving imperatives of intra-oligarchic competition?
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Murdoch University and the University of Melbourne. He has held visiting positions in Indonesia,
Australia, the Netherlands, Japan and France. He is an Adjunct Professor of Sociology at
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Australia-Indonesia Youth Exchange Program (AIYEP), and he also undertook the Australian
Consortium for In-Country Indonesian Studies (ACICIS) field research program at Universitas
Muhammadiyah Malang in 2012.
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